FALL 2022

CALDWELL
U N I V E R S I T Y

MAGAZINE

NEW ON
CAMPUS

INSIDE:
STEM ADVANCE INTERNSHIP

NEW STUDENT LOUNGE

NEW BACHELOR’S PROGRAMS

ACROBATICS AND TUMBLING

RESPECT • INTEGRITY • COMMUNITY • EXCELLENCE

We are a diverse community of learners.
We are researchers and teachers,
the builders, the leaders, and the Cougars.
We are the answers to
questions on science and data.
We are illuminators of truth
and the spark of the future.
We ARE Caldwell!

EARECALDWELL
• INTEGRITY • COMMUNITY • EXCELLENCE

Show your support for their future –
give the gift of a Scholarship!
Visit: www.caldwell.edu/giving

VOLUME 14

ISSUE 2

CALDWELL UNIVERSITY MAGAZINE
FALL 2022

Caldwell University Magazine is
produced for alumni and friends
twice each year by the News and
Media Relations Office at Caldwell
University. Its goal is to provide news
and information about Caldwell
University’s students, faculty,
staff, alumni, and administration.
We welcome your comments and
suggestions! Please email us at
cumagazine@caldwell.edu.

4

Celebrating the new student lounge!

12

EDITOR

9

Presenting STEM research.

13

Commencement 2022

Honors Convocation

Colette M. Liddy ’13 M.A.
WRITERS & CONTRIBUTORS

Christina Hall
Patricia Levins
Kelly Marsicano
Matt Netter
Katherine Solomon
John Tagliaferri
Vanessa Treus
COPY EDITOR

John Jurich
PHOTOGRAPHY

Pushparaj Aitwal ’11
Mason Corby
Linda Maher
Shreesa Shrestha
DESIGN

Graphic Imagery, Inc.
Address comments and
questions to:
cumagazine@caldwell.edu
Caldwell University Magazine
120 Bloomfield Avenue
Caldwell, NJ 07006
General information
www.caldwell.edu
973-618-3000

table of contents
4

New Student Lounge

6

Patricia Garruto: Making Math Count

9

STEM Summer Internship Inspires Student’s Passion

14

New Bachelor’s Degrees

22

Q&A with Jenna Adams, Head Coach Acrobatics and Tumbling

23

New Athletics Coaching Staff

29

“The Holy Spirit Led Me to Caldwell” Evelyn Shaw ’02

30

“Always Leave ’Em Laughing” Sara Courtney ’12

31	“Magical” Mary Makes Children’s Dreams Come True
Mary Sellitto-Curcio ’83

18

Campus Ministry RCIA

PRESIDENT’SLETTER

Dear Caldwell Family,
How energizing it is to dive headlong into the fall semester—walking
our beautiful campus, talking with students, faculty and staff,
attending sporting events and activities, and meeting our alumni.
In this issue we share with you some of Caldwell’s new happenings!
We launched our first STEM Advance summer research internship
program, thanks to a historic U.S. Department of Education grant
for Hispanic-Serving Institutions. Student Paige Silvia’s zeal for
exploring organic chemistry has been inspired by Professor Xiaolei
Gao, Ph.D., who mentored her through the STEM Advance.
I hope you enjoy our feature on Mathematics Professor Patricia
Garruto, an innovator who makes math relatable to her students
and their academic majors. Dr. Garruto is working with colleagues
to encourage more students to pursue STEM fields where there are
shortages and significant opportunities for professionals.
Students have embarked on the new academic year enjoying our
new student lounge in Mother Joseph Residence Hall. It is a spot
for study, collaborating and “accidental collisions,” which, as you
know, are vital aspects of university life!
We continue to develop new programs including our bachelor’s
degrees in Business Analytics, Environmental Science and Exercise
Science, so our students are prepared and confident that they will
secure excellent opportunities when they graduate.
Our faculty continue to encourage research opportunities for our
students, so they will be strong candidates for careers and graduate
school. My wife Kathy and I attended our first in-person, Research
and Creative Arts Day in the spring where more than 140 projects
by undergraduate and graduate students and faculty across all
disciplines filled the Student Center Gym. Please join us next spring
for this annual showcase of talent! If you are an alum, you will be
able to share your valuable professional advice with our students.
My sincerest heartfelt thanks to all who came out for our
Presidential Scholarship Gala and the 2022 June Castano
Veritas Awards in June. I am thrilled when I hear the stories of
alumni who are living out the Dominican pillars of prayer, study,
community and action, giving back to our communities, including
those of the Veritas awardees Beverly Schunk Afonso ’65, Sister
Donna L. Ciangio, O.P. ’71, Shawn McCray ’90 and Mary Ann
Frigola Cox ’70. As you know, we have many other extraordinary
alums, like Evelyn Shaw ‘02, who has a heart for teaching ESL,
and Mary Sellitto-Curcio ’83, who works to make the wishes of
children with critical illnesses come true! You can read more about
them and others in this issue.
As New Jersey’s legendary men’s basketball coach Mark Corino retires
from his coaching career, we are most grateful to him for all he has
selflessly given to generations of young men. I look forward to the
next chapter as he continues as our Athletics Director and together
we weave a future of new opportunities for our student-athletes.
Finally, it was very good to meet with members of the other
Catholic, Dominican-sponsored institutions this past summer on
our campus as we made plans to be creative and forward-thinking
in collaborating and sharing resources. Our Dominican colleges
and universities have something incredibly special to offer our
students in our mission-driven education and the search for truth.
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As we return to a new normal with renewed vigor and gratitude
for our special Caldwell University community and traditions,
inevitably we are hard at work pivoting and adjusting to the
residual effects of COVID. There are real political headwinds as
the concept of free college takes hold in two and four year public
universities in New Jersey. In spite of evidence to the contrary, we
face the challenge of a society questioning the value of college. We
see the rapid increase in students seeking online course delivery to
meet their personal needs. We are already seeing the effects of the
inflationary economy and the projected decrease in demographics.
With some young people choosing immediate employment
opportunities rather than higher education, student retention
remains a challenge as does our residence hall census as students
remain at home or look for off-campus housing. These issues and
others create incredible stress on our limited Caldwell scholarships
funds, so we will be asking for your help so our students can
continue their education at Caldwell!
Yet, as we began this year, we experienced close to a record
enrollment in new freshmen! This significant, bright spot on the
horizon indicates that students and families see the value of joining
the Caldwell community and helping us to sustain our Catholic
Dominican mission! You can help us by spreading the word about
Caldwell and pointing people in our direction. You are an integral
part of our community, and for that we thank you!
There is “strength in numbers” when we all work together. Mother
Teresa (now Saint Teresa of Calcutta) said it best: “You can do what
I cannot do. I can do what you cannot do. Together we can do
great things.”
Thank you for all the great things you do for Caldwell. Together,
let’s do great things!
I look forward to seeing you and connecting with you this year.
Best,

Matthew Whelan, Ed.D.
President

CALDWELL UNIVERSITY

SAVE
THE DATE

BENEFITING STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS

MONDAY,
OCTOBER 3, 2022

Essex Fells Country Club, Essex Fells, NJ
For more information, please contact
Kate Solomon 973-618-3352 or
ksolomon@caldwell.edu
www.caldwell.edu/golf2022

PARTNER WITH US TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF
FUTURE STUDENTS!

RECOMMEND A STUDENT!
ADMISSIONS@CALDWELL.EDU
OR TO APPLY GO TO
WWW.CALDWELL.EDU/ADMISSIONS/APPLY-NOW/
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Dr. Whelan speaks to the guests, including benefactors, campus leaders, architects, contractors, builders, staff, faculty and students, at the opening and ribbon-cutting
in the new student lounge.

New Student Lounge
constructed chapel, which is more centrally
located on campus.
Dr. Whelan thanked all who were involved
in the project. “Remember the beautiful
people who helped us get here.”
Those people included executives of the
NJM Insurance Group and Ann Masterson
Larue from the Class of 1969 and her
husband, John, for whom the inner Larue
Lounge is named.

Celebrating the opening of the new, state-of-the-art student lounge are L to R: Caldwell University President
Matthew Whelan, Ed.D.; then Caldwell University Board of Trustees Chair Linda Luciano, Ed.D., M.B.A. ’78;
NJM President and CEO Mitchell Livingston and Corporate Giving Officer Patricia Hartpence. NJM was a
benefactor for the lounge.

President Matthew Whelan, Ed.D., and
guests gathered May 4 for the celebration and
ribbon cutting of the new state-of-the-art
student lounge in the Mother Joseph
Residence Hall on campus.
“A well-designed campus lounge serves
important functions,” said President
Whelan. “It offers students a comfortable
space in which to study, socialize and
enjoy activities.” It is a place, he said,
where students can grow, learn and make
important connections and memories.
“It is peaceful … whoever paid for this
is definitely spoiling us,” said biology
education major Carolynn Hidalgo.
4 CALDWELLMAGAZINE

The new space includes a common room
with comfortable seating, a study area
with a see-through glass wall with large
monitors, charging stations for devices, a
butler’s pantry, and two bathrooms–one
newly renovated and the other new and
ADA compliant. There are Wi-Fi access
points and integrated modular stations to
accommodate multiple events.
The lounge also has beautiful arched
windows since the area had been a chapel
for over five decades until it was formally
decommissioned in accordance with
canon law in April 2019. Much of the
sacred art was moved to an elegant, newly

“Every time I come here there is something
else going on. I wanted to be a part of it …
we see this vibrant community,” said Mrs.
Larue, who spent her career at IBM and
retired as a senior program manager. She
credited her successful career “to Caldwell
and my Dominican education.”
NJM President and CEO Mitchell
Livingston said the company was happy to
partner with Caldwell. “To be successful,
students need to dedicate time and
attention to their studies,” and it helps to
have a conducive environment in which
to work. “The lounge’s bright and spacious
design will help students achieve their goals
in a comfortable environment.”
The project director was Caldwell Vice
President of Administration and Operations
Sheila O’Rourke. The contractor was
Fuscon Enterprises, Inc. and the architecture
firm was Comito Associates. n

CALDWELLSPOTLIGHT

CALDWELL HOSTS
DOMINICAN CONSORTIUM

L to R: Then Caldwell University Board of Trustees Chair Linda Luciano,
Ed.D., M.B.A. ’78; Caldwell University President Matthew Whelan,
Ed.D.; Ann Masterson Larue ’69 and her husband, John, celebrate the
opening of the Larue Lounge in the new student lounge.

Ellina Chernobilsky, Ph.D., associate vice president
for academic affairs, and Peter Ubertaccio, Ph.D.,
vice president for academic affairs, along with a colleague
from Siena Heights University, planned and hosted the
meeting of the Dominican Colleges and Universities
Consortium held on Caldwell’s campus July 27-28. The
Dominican Consortium is a collaboration to promote and
strengthen Dominican higher education institutions in
their pursuit of the truth in service to their communities.
They explored topics such as intercollegiate research day,
articulation agreements, an adjunct faculty pool and mission,
art and music collaborations. Caldwell University President
Matthew Whelan, Ed.D. addressed the attendees about the
value of collaboration in promoting their shared Dominican
mission, the need for creative thinking when considering
resource sharing and the importance of dreaming big together
in the commitment to serving students with excellence in
education in the Dominican tradition. n

No celebration is complete without a cake! L to R: Director of Facilities
Raymond Williams, Caldwell Vice President for Administration and
Operations Sheila O’Rourke, project director for the new lounge, and
Caldwell President Matthew Whelan, Ed.D.

Assistant Dean of Residence Life and Conduct Crystal Lopez (second
from left) enjoying the opening of the new student lounge with (L to R)
students Prasanni Shrestha, Anton Paul and Kayla Moses.

Caldwell University President Matthew Whelan, Ed.D., presented to the
attendees at the Dominican Colleges and Universities Consortium.
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FACULTY FEATURE

PATRICIA GARRUTO:
MAKING MATH COUNT

to Mount St. Dominic Academy, which
is right on the campus with Caldwell
University. I wasn’t from that area, but I
had fallen in love with the Caldwell area,
and when I saw there was an opening
in the Mathematics Department as an
adjunct, that’s when I said I want to go
back to my roots,” she says.
Garruto cites Caldwell Dominican Sister
Judith Foloky, who taught math at Mount
St. Dominic’s and was her advisor, as part
of her inspiration to study mathematics
in the first place. “When there were
times when she just wanted the class to
review, she encouraged me to circulate in
the classroom as she did, helping other
students,” Garruto says.
More than two decades later and with the
addition of a doctorate in mathematics
education, Garruto’s passion remains
strong. She enjoys sharing her knowledge
and trying to make a difference with
her students. “The idea of anchoring
mathematics in everyday situations, in
looking at math from the perspective
of a student’s major, can help students
understand abstract concepts,” she says.
Mathematics has always been a part of
Dr. Patricia Garruto’s life. Even as a child,
she would help her older sister and
younger brother with their math work.
“I can’t draw, I can’t do many other things,
but math always came easily to me,”
Garruto says.
Her entire career has been dedicated to the
subject, and as a mathematics professor at
Caldwell University, she is determined to
make math meaningful for her students.
Garruto admits teaching was not her first
choice when she was studying mathematics
at Seton Hall University. “I wanted to work
in the corporate world, and I did.” For
a number of years she was with Verizon,
which in the past had been Bell Atlantic
and New Jersey Bell. “I loved working with
6 CALDWELLMAGAZINE

However, during her years with the
telephone company, Garruto was promoted
and was asked to help train other people,
a job she found she enjoyed. Around that
time, Garruto had gotten married and
started a family and was looking for a
change. “It worked better for me to be able
to pursue something like teaching that had
a schedule that was closer to my children’s
schedule.” And she returned to school for
additional courses in education.

For example, nursing majors will design
and use medicinal decay and see math
equations that model very closely what
happens in a patient’s system based upon
medicinal half-lives. “It’s a way of taking
something that I love and putting it in
the type of situation that these students—
who are majoring in computer science or
nursing or business or mathematics—and
have it be meaningful for them, have it
make a connection for them,” Garruto
says. “And it lets them know, too, that
mathematics, just like history, is
something that is alive and well and
constantly evolving.”

Garruto earned a master’s in mathematics
education from Montclair State University
in May 2000 and started at Caldwell
University as an adjunct professor that
same year. It was a perfect fit. “I had gone

Often, she says, students think math was
“designed by a group of dead men and
nothing ever changed with it.” But
Garruto points to the pandemic to
debunk that theory.

numbers, performing cost analysis studies
and working with a team.”
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then they will recognize it in any future
“With COVID, every day we saw graphs
occupation they choose to pursue.”
on our newscasts showing how many more
people were coming down with the virus,
For the past three years, Garruto has
how many people were getting vaccinated,
been working to improve the retention of
what was the comparison of people who
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
were vaccinated versus not vaccinated and
and Mathematics) majors. When the
how sick did they become,” she explains.
University was awarded a National Science
“It has real applications in everyday life.
Foundation grant for STEM majors,
And COVID was a great example for
Garruto became part of the program’s
showing students analytical data, graphs,
team. Members are trying to encourage
charts and statistics
more students to
in understanding
major in these
the application of
…mathematics,
areas because of the
mathematics in the
shortage of STEM
pandemic and in
just like history, is
majors throughout
their lives.”
the country.
something that is
Garruto says she hopes
The grant, she
alive and well and
that approaching
explains, allocates
mathematics in this
money to the
constantly
evolving.
way better prepares
students, assisting
her students for their
them with tuition
future—“that they can see the connections
payments and allowing them to focus on
that we have used in the classroom and
their studies. In some of the math and
how this knowledge is going to springboard
science courses, supplemental instructors
them into seeing similar examples in
are hired to help students with the course
their chosen profession. I hope that they
material and comprehension. Those
recognize it in their everyday life, and
instructors are students who took and

“

”

passed the course and now act as guides for
new STEM students. “We try to develop a
close relationship with the STEM majors
so that they feel comfortable with the
faculty, with the supplemental instructors
and with the other students. We offer them
special areas to work together and support
each other as they progress through their
STEM programs. We hope some of these
students will become future supplemental
instructors within math or science courses
when they become sophomores, juniors or
seniors,” says Garruto.
The students at Caldwell University come
from diverse backgrounds, and the mission
of the institution is to offer excellence in
education to all of its students, Garruto
says. It is important to her that she
empower her students and help educate
them in the mathematics program for their
major. She wants them to recognize and
use mathematics in many aspects of their
lives, to have respect for the discipline and
to find the beauty in it. n
—Kelly Marsicano and Colette Liddy
contributed to this article.
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Hrishita Badu ’22 received a Susanne
Hoeber Rudolph full-tuition scholarship
to pursue graduate studies in international
relations at the University of Chicago. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in political
science with honors with minors in pre-law
and communication and media studies.
Nicole Garcia, a junior and biology and
marketing major, was awarded a PSEG
Institute for Sustainability Studies Green
Teams internship. She worked with New
Jersey Natural Gas to make a plan to increase
awareness of the company’s energy efficiency
and energy assistance programs, focusing on
customers in overburdened communities.
Romina Ghale ’19, who holds a bachelor’s
in biology from Caldwell, was accepted
into the Ph.D. immunology program at
the Mayo Clinic.

Destiny Gonzalez-Ortiz

Destiny Gonzalez-Ortiz ’22 completed
the Diversity Summer Internship Program
at the Johns Hopkins University School of
Public Health. She worked in biochemistry
and molecular biology at the school
under the leadership of Dr. Vito Rebecca,
assistant professor in the Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology Department.
Gonzalez-Ortiz, who earned a bachelor’s
degree in biology with a minor in
chemistry from Caldwell, was thrilled to
present her findings at Johns Hopkins
University and at the Leadership Alliance
Conference in Hartford, Connecticut.
She is grateful to a number of people
who helped make her internship possible
including her former science professor,
Dr. Agnes Berki; Caldwell alumna Dr.
Barbara Detrick ’65, a longtime professor
of pathology at Johns Hopkins University
School of Medicine who established the
partnership between Caldwell and Johns
Hopkins several years ago, and Rebecca
“and the lab team for being so welcoming.”
The day after she finished her internship
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STUDENT AND ALUMNI

Association of Colleges and Universities
¡Adelante! Leadership Institute in San
Diego in the fall. In June she attended the
association’s Emerging Leaders summit,
focusing on career development for
STEM, business and financial services
industry majors.

in Baltimore, she was on her way to Erie,
Pennsylvania, to Lake Erie College of
Osteopathic Medicine where she is pursuing
a Master in Medical Science degree.
Lundia E. Josue, a senior health care
administration major, interned in the
Human Resources Department at JAGONE Physical Therapy headquarters in
Bridgewater, New Jersey in the summer.
Javier Lewis ’14
was selected as a
2022-23 fellow
for the inaugural
Early Career
Fellowship for
Professionals of
Color, established
by the Public
Relations Society
Javier Lewis
of America’s
National Capital Chapter. Lewis is a
strategic communications professional at
FTI Strategic Communications. He serves
in the U.S. Air Force Reserve. Lewis earned
his bachelor’s degree in accounting and
marketing from Caldwell University and a
master’s in strategic public relations from
George Washington University, Washington,
D.C. He is a board member of the
Washington Association of Black Journalists.

Anjuli KC

Anjuli KC, a sophomore, has received a
scholarship to attend the 2022 Hispanic

Melany Lema

Melany Lema ’22,
who earned her
bachelor’s in
biology from
Caldwell, was
accepted into
the veterinary
medicine program
at Long Island
University, a new
veterinary school.

Shanid Shrestha ’22 is attending Penn
State to pursue a Ph.D. in chemistry. He
took first place at the annual Independent
Colleges and Universities of New Jersey
Undergraduate Research Symposium in
the spring.
Yaman Thapa ’22 is pursuing Ph.D.
studies at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
in Cold Spring, New York. She was
awarded a graduate fellowship by the
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi. Thapa
received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry
from Caldwell.
Vanessa Veras, a junior and sociology
major, was one of 146 college students
selected to participate in the Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities
national internship program this past
summer. She interned with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural
Research Service.
Connor Woods, a financial economics
major with a minor in data analytics, did
an internship with the Financial Industry
Regulatory Authority (FINRA) in the
Data Specialist Group. As he shared in a
FINRA tweet, “My internship has helped
me better prepare for a career in the
financial industry. There has been no better
place to start than FINRA, which oversees
thousands of broker-deals and plays a key
role with the securities industry. FINRA
has helped instill in me key values such as
integrity, collaboration and hard work.” n
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STEM ADVANCE RESEARCH
INTERNSHIP INSPIRES STUDENT’S
PASSION FOR ORGANIC CHEMISTRY

STEM Advance summer research interns Samuel Annan and Paige Silvia working in the lab.

Paige Silvia’s face lights up when she speaks
about organic chemistry and how assistant
chemistry professor Xiaolei Gao, Ph.D.,
has inspired her passion for the discipline.
A biology major, Silvia added a chemistry
minor after taking Gao’s organic chemistry
class. This past summer she took part
in Caldwell’s STEM Advance summer
research internship program, made possible
by a U.S. Department of Education grant.

And there were some “wow” moments.
“You learn so much in school, especially
in organic chemistry. On paper you can
read, memorize, but when I went to the
conference I was like ‘That’s a real-world
reaction of what I knew,’” Silvia says.
(Silvia’s work was also funded by an award
Gao obtained from the National Science
Foundation Center for Selective C-H
Functionalization at Emory University.)

For more than 80 hours Silvia worked one
on one with Gao on C-H activation, a key
concept in synthetic organic chemistry. The
experience was educational, challenging
and rigorous. Silvia recalls how at one
point she was struggling with a skill and
tried to master it more than 50 times in
one week. “It was so aggravating,” says
Silvia, but Gao patiently guided her. “And
then I finally got it down.” Having Gao
to help her, “not just [with] a sea of other
students, motivated me and made me want
to go into this more.”

Gao chose to work on C-H activation
because she believes there is a strong
need to incorporate hot topics in current
chemistry into undergraduate laboratory
courses, exposing students to today’s
cutting-edge science to inspire the
next generation of scientists. “Organic
chemistry laboratory courses have not
changed much in the past 50 years,” she
explains. Although the field of organic
chemistry has advanced tremendously,
and many new and exciting reactions
were discovered in recent decades, “few
of them made it into college classrooms.”
She is working to counter that by bringing
contemporary organic chemistry studies to
her students.

Later in the summer, Silvia and Gao
traveled to Atlanta to participate in a
conference at Emory University. Silvia
presented her poster on “Development
of Robust C-H Activation Reactions
to Incorporate into Undergraduate
Laboratory Course,” attended presentations
by professionals and engaged in networking.

During the summer internship, Silvia
also mentored a high school student who
wanted to explore organic chemistry
further to see if he would like to pursue

those studies. “Paige was a wonderful
mentor … She learned leadership skills
in the process,” Gao says.
Silvia’s internship was made possible
through the historic $4,979,840
competitive grant Caldwell received
from the U.S. Department of Education
Hispanic-Serving Institutions STEM and
Articulation Program to benefit Hispanic
and low-income students planning careers
in science, math and computer science.
She successfully completed the internship
while working another summer job and
staying in shape as a student athlete on
the softball team. The first in her family
to attend college and the daughter of
hard-working parents, she is proud of
her Puerto Rican heritage and happy that
the STEM grant program focuses on
making opportunities available to Hispanic
students. Her father is a heavy-equipment
operator, and her mother has worked for
the state government in human resources
for years. Although her mom loves her
job, she has always told her daughter that
she wants her to have choices in the work
world. “They wanted me to go to college so
I have options, so I have an opportunity to
do what makes me happy,” says Silvia, who
grew up in Taunton, Massachusetts.
As Silvia looks forward to the new school
year—when she will graduate a year
early—she is grateful to Caldwell and Gao
for helping her find her passion. “I chose
Caldwell for one-on-one connections.” The
choice has proven to be a good one. The
way forward for her is clearer now as she
looks into graduate schools for chemistry.
“This is what I want to do. This is what I
can do and what I love.” n
—CL

Paige Silvia in front of her poster presentation for
the conference.
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ABA Grads Meeting the Needs of
People with Autism in New Jersey
ASHLEY KEMMERER: PROVIDING
EXCELLENT SERVICES WITH COMPASSION

Ashley Kemmerer recalls how when she
and her husband first met, she told him she
wanted to be a director in an organization
serving individuals with autism spectrum
disorder (ASD). This past year she reached
that milestone when she was selected for the
position of director of training and clinic
operations at Graham Behavior Services
based in West Long Branch, New Jersey,
which serves people of all ages with ASD
and other developmental disabilities.

Kemmerer’s journey into the ABA
profession started when she was a preteen.
Her mother was a special education teacher,
and in the summers as a teen, Kemmerer
worked at a camp for children with special
needs. “I always felt comfortable with
people with special needs.” After earning
a bachelor’s degree in psychology from
Northeastern University—and a master’s
in applied behavior analysis from Sage
University, Kemmerer worked at schools
and private companies that provided
home-based or residential services for
individuals with ASD; she also earned
her board-certified BCBA credential.
“I knew that if I was going to be considered
most knowledgeable in my field, I needed
to learn and grow for my clients,” said
Kemmerer of her journey to Caldwell’s
ABA doctoral program.

She worked in the Center for Autism
and ABA with clients and closely with
faculty and attended conferences and
was introduced to professionals in the
field, “people who wrote our textbooks.”
Professor of ABA Jason Vladescu,
Ph.D., BCBA-D, was assigned as her
doctoral advisor. That, she said, was “an
amazing experience,” especially “with
Kemmerer appreciates working with clients
all that happened in the last two years.
at all stages of development, but an area
He always reached out, always checked
of particular interest to her is the adult
in on me.” He is currently helping her
population. “There is such
navigate her research
a need for high-quality
project for which she
services for adults when
What happened
has completed the
a person turns 21. Many
literature review.
outside the classroom
parents are not prepared,”
Ask Kemmerer what
said Kemmerer, who is in
was almost as
her passion is and she
the dissertation phase of
exciting
as
what
says it is split “50-50.”
doctoral studies in applied
She enjoys working
behavior analysis at
happened inside.
with clients and
Caldwell University. She
Ashley
Kemmerer
families and seeing the
is proud to be working
positive impact she
at Graham, a program
can have “in whatever
funded by the New Jersey Division of
way
is
meaningful
to
them,” from learning
Developmental Disabilities that addresses
to
wash
their
hands
to
helping decrease
the needs of adults with ASD—a place that
stress
so
they
can
attend
family events.
offers “high-quality services from a place of
She
also
gets
gratification
out of seeing
compassion.” The agency provides clients
the
difference
she
is
making
in those who
with vocational and job skills, helps them
are
newer
to
the
field
so
they
can become
maintain employment and build skills, and
leaders
too.
n
operates an adult clinic that partners with
businesses to give clients work experiences.
—CL

“

”
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SANDRA GOMES: HELPING FAMILIES
BE MORE CONNECTED

Sandra Gomes remembers the joy a
student’s parents had when their son
started eating foods other than bacon. It
was a big step. The child, who has autism
spectrum disorder (ASD), was a learner
of Gomes’s at Somerset Hills Learning
Institute where she is an assistant director
and supervision coordinator.
To help the child, and as a part of her
supervision requirement to become a
board-certified behavior analyst (BCBA),
Gomes worked with her former Caldwell
professor Dr. Sharon Reeve. Gomes had
multiple conversations with Reeve, applied
interventions and drew on what she had
learned in the “Feeding Interventions”
course she had taken as a graduate student
in the University’s applied behavior analysis
(ABA) program. By the time that boy left
the school, he had an “extensive repertoire”
of new foods, said Gomes. These kinds of
successes make her work worthwhile. A
long-time employee at the institute, she
worked for several years with the students
she affectionately refers to as the “little
guys” and with their parents. Now her
attention is mostly with the 13- to
15-year-olds, training staff on how to
implement strategies and working with
teachers, instructional aides and parents.
Gomes got into the field right after
college, having earned a bachelor’s degree
in psychology from Kean University. She
worked for a few years and then enrolled in
Caldwell’s master’s program in ABA. Once
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Caldwell began its doctoral program, Reeve
encouraged Gomes to enroll.
Thanks to the supervision of Reeve, Gomes
developed a love for research and presented
at conferences where she had the chance
to network with internationally known
professionals. Reeve advised Gomes on her
master’s thesis and doctoral dissertation
on “joint attending” in which two people
share attention to an object or event in
the environment and monitor each other’s
attention to that object or event.
“Caldwell was the cherry on the top that
propelled me forward in my career in an
exceptional way,” Gomes said. “Caldwell
gave me the formal education that helped

“

The change we make
for students affects
the entire family.
Sandra Gomes

”

me understand the science I was already
implementing and made me a much more
effective clinician.”
She sees how Caldwell is ahead of other
academic programs. “You can’t compare
how Caldwell prepares students to be
leaders in ABA,” said Gomes. “It was never
just about ensuring that we passed the class
or the test. It was so much more than that.
It was about applying what we learned to
our day-to-day lives and work, forming
relationships with colleagues in our field
and disseminating what we learned so
others can replicate it.”

New Director of
Learning Differences
Program Helps
Students Soar
At the end of the spring semester, a parent
of a student stopped by Shannon Bernick’s
office. That mom had tears in her eyes. She
wanted to tell Bernick, the new director
of the SOAR (Student Outreach and
Academic Resources) office, that she was so
proud of her son for having completed his
freshman year. “She was so thankful for the
support provided through SOAR because
she thought that was a big part of what
enabled him to be successful,” said Bernick.
SOAR is designed to foster academic
success for students with a documented
diagnosis of a language-based and/or
neurological learning disability including,
but not limited to, dyslexia, dyscalculia,
dysgraphia, processing deficits, autism
spectrum disorder and/or attention deficit
disorders (ADD, ADHD). The goal of the
program is to help students with learning
disabilities succeed in developing collegelevel skills and strategies.
Bernick is excited about the new academic
year. She has worked on making the SOAR
space more inviting by incorporating a
relaxation station. “It is a welcoming place
… not only to manage the symptoms
of their diagnoses but to also make it an
inclusive place where they can interact with
other students.” Students with sensory
motor and attention and anxiety concerns
can take advantage of the snack bar, new
sofa and chairs, sand meditation garden,
and engage with other students in social
activities like playing board games.
In addition to recently adding a professional
wall mural and welcome sign, Bernick is

inviting students in SOAR who are artists
to submit their artwork to help decorate
the center. “It is a really nice personal
touch,” said Bernick, who previously
worked as an elementary school inclusion
teacher in a regular classroom and taught
students in a special education program.
After that she earned her master’s in social
work and worked in disability services at
Florida State.
This academic year the SOAR office will
conduct workshops, titled “First-Year
Transition” and “Spring into Success,” that
will focus on academic skill development,
and will engage the students in one-on-one
coaching sessions and group workshops
on preparing for finals and writing papers.
Bernick is also developing a peer mentoring
program in which upperclass SOAR
participants will be paired with incoming
freshmen to help guide them through their
academic journey.
Bernick recalls that mom who visited last
semester and hopes other parents will
feel the joy of their children successfully
completing the academic year. “When you
hear stories like that—that you made a
difference—for me, that is definitely the
most rewarding part.” n
—CL
Gifts to the SOAR program are essential
for its growth and success. To learn
more, please contact Kate Solomon,
Director of Alumni Engagement, at
973-618-3352.

Gomes has stayed at Somerset Hills
Learning Institute for nearly 20 years
because she sees the difference the institute
is making. “It comes back to helping
families be more connected.” When
children with ASD can go on a family
outing, eat dinner with the family and
watch a movie together on the couch, it
is transformative, said Gomes. “The
change we make for students affects the
entire family.” n
—CL
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CELEBRATING COMMENCEMENT
CALDWELL UNIVERSITY CELEBRATED
THE CLASS OF 2022 AT ITS 80TH
COMMENCEMENT MAY 15.

“Mom always said, ‘Work hard, continue
educational pursuits. Surround yourself with
people who are smarter than you. Listen a
lot.’ You’ve got two ears and one mouth.
That means you should listen twice as much
as you say. Be responsive to those in need.
And again, Dr. Whelan’s remark, ‘Above all,
be yourself.’ Be the best you can.”
– Louis LaSalle, retired executive, Barnabas
Health, honorary degree recipient

Yaman Thapa ’22 was the student speaker for
the undergraduate commencement ceremony.
She received a chemistry degree with a minor
in neuroscience.

“Somewhere along the way you made the
decision to keep on going and not give up.”
– President Matthew Whelan, Ed.D.
“Be kind. Be kind to each other. Be kind to
yourself, to your neighbors, to your family,
to your friends. Be kind to those who
disagree with you. That is one of the most
important types of kindness you can show.
Be kind to the person who gives you your
morning coffee, to the person who picks
up your garbage. Be kind to everyone you
meet, and you will change the world for
the better with that simple gesture.”
– President Whelan
“Here we have transformed our hardships
into wisdom, and we will carry Caldwell
University’s core values forward in our
pursuit of truth. In the last four years we
have discovered ourselves here at Caldwell.
We have also discovered infinite possibilities
and our own ability to make a difference.”
– Yaman Thapa ’22, undergraduate
commencement speaker
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“As our Lord taught us from the Gospel
today at morning Mass, love is what it’s
all about.”
– Louis LaSalle

“I think one of the most powerful qualities
about the Caldwell University Class of
2022 graduates is that this is a group that
is not only not apprehensive of change but
also one that has made efforts to welcome
those challenges into our lives.”
– Patricia Valerio ’22, graduate
commencement speaker

“I never understood what it meant to
enjoy the journey. I was always in a
hurry to get to my destination. But if
you slow down for a moment and savor
your accomplishments, learn from your
failures and embrace the people who offer a
helping hand, life will be wonderful.”
– Linda Luciano ’78, Ed.D., M.B.A., then
chair of the University’s Board of Trustees

Patricia Valerio ’22 (center) was the graduate
commencement speaker. She celebrates with
President Matthew Whelan, Ed.D., and Mrs.
Kathy Whelan. Valerio is assistant manager for
Medforce. She earned her M.B.A. from Caldwell.

Louis LaSalle (third from right), retired executive
of Barnabas Health, received an honorary degree
from Caldwell University. Pictured with him are
Caldwell University President Matthew Whelan;
Linda Luciano, then the Board of Trustees chair,
and Brian Aloia, then vice chair, now chair, of the
Board of Trustees.
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CALDWELL UNIVERSITY
HONORS CONVOCATION
Student and employee excellence at
Caldwell University was celebrated at
Honors Convocation in the spring.
Among
the many
recognitions,
graduating
senior
Samantha
Guerra
received the
prestigious
Trustee
Recognition
Award. The honor is given to outstanding
seniors who have developed their unique
talents during their time at the University,
shared those gifts generously with and on
behalf of others and provided evidence
that Caldwell’s mission and core values
will remain a guiding force in their lives.
Guerra is working in the postpartum unit
at Cooperman Barnabas.
Graduating
senior
Christopher
Joseph
Peltyszyn
received the
Leadership
in Ministry
Award, which
is presented to
a student of
strong faith who exemplifies the qualities
and values the University hopes to promote
in furthering the role of the laity in the
Church. He also received the Joseph A.
Brady History Award.
The Faith Does Justice Award was
presented to Anne Margaret Ilardi and
Andrea Gabriela Gutierrez. A student
is recognized with the honor for active
participation in campus ministry service
and justice programming.
Graduating senior Prasanni Shrestha
received the Excellence in Leadership
Award, which goes to an outstanding
member of the graduating class who has

demonstrated exceptional leadership skills
in college. She has accepted a position with
a mental health organization in Nepal.
The C-Pin is awarded to the individual in
each class who displays the qualities of an
exemplary Caldwell University student.
Students are nominated by their peers.
C-Pins were presented to freshman
Camellia Ouhadj, sophomore Izabella
Graziani, junior Evenny Peralta and
senior Emily Gomez Rodriguez.
The Kappa Gamma Pi St. Catherine of
Alexandria Medal was awarded to Cindy
Paola Herrera. It is presented to a student
who represents the high ideals of a Catholic
college education, and is based upon
leadership and service to his or her college.
FACULTY AND STAFF AWARDS

Executive
Director of
Health Services
Cindy Striano
received the
2022 Caldwell
Cup, awarded
to an employee
who has made
a unique
contribution
to the campus. The honoree is someone
who has exhibited a superior professional
approach that goes beyond a mere job
description, who uniquely benefits
Caldwell University and whose positive
influence demonstrably benefits the
University community.

The Graduate Faculty Mentorship
Award was presented to Sean Struncis,
Ed.D., adjunct lecturer in the School of
Psychology and Counseling, for exhibiting
excellence in mentoring graduate students.
Juliann Meletta, Ph.D., assistant professor
in the School of Education and coordinator
of the master’s in literacy instruction
program, received the Sister Mary
Amelia, O.P., Award for Outstanding
Ph.D. Dissertation from the School of
Education. She was recognized for earning
her Ph.D. in Educational Leadership from
Caldwell University.
Faculty members Dr. Stephanie Sitnick of
the School of Psychology and Counseling
and Dr. Ranjit Nair of the School of
Business and Computer Science were
selected as Alvin B. Calman Endowed
Chairs. The selection for this honor is
based primarily on the faculty member’s
prior scholarly activity as well as the
potential for continued high levels of
scholarly activity. n

The Excellence in Teaching Award was
presented to Natural Sciences Professor
Agnes Berki, Ph.D., for exhibiting
excellence in teaching, passion and
enthusiasm for learning, and concern for
students’ academic and personal growth.
The Mission in Action Award was
presented to Gloria Friedman of the
Education Division. This award recognizes
the extraordinary contributions and quality
service of a University staff member and
acknowledges the person’s role in advancing
the mission of Caldwell University.
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NEW BACHELOR’S DEGREES
Bachelor’s degrees in business analytics,
environmental science and exercise science
are some of the University’s new academic
programs being offered this academic year.
The Bachelor of Science in Business
Analytics prepares students for a range of
professional opportunities in the growing
field of business analytics and data analysis.
The Bureau of Labor Statistics puts
business analytics among the top 10
fastest-growing occupations, projecting
31.4% growth between 2020 and 2030.
“Business analysts are in high demand
these days due to their dynamic skill sets
and business acumen. We are excited to
bring this offering to our students who
will graduate with a strong and marketable
set of data skills,” said Virginia Rich, J.D.,
associate dean of the Caldwell School of
Business and Computer Science.
The Bachelor of Science in Environmental
Science prepares students to pursue
graduate school or a range of career
opportunities in waste management,
biological conservation, environmental
chemistry, environmental biology,
bioremediation, toxicology, environmental
management, environmental technology,
energy management and sustainability. It
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aims to give students a strong foundation
in the scientific aspects of environmental
issues and the ability to communicate
effectively about the environment to
different audiences. Students will have
opportunities to learn about the health,
legal, societal, political and business aspects
of environmental issues.
The Bachelor of Science in Exercise
Science is designed to educate students in
the science and business of exercise, fitness
and wellness. “Students in this program
will be prepared for career opportunities
and graduate programs in areas such as
fitness training, sports medicine, physical
therapy and rehabilitation, biomechanics,
sports nutrition, exercise physiology and
athletic training,” said Wllliam Velhagen,
Ph.D., associate dean of Caldwell’s School
of Natural Sciences.
Students in the 48-credit major will acquire
a strong foundation in the biological and
psychological aspects of exercise and sport
and fitness administration. They will be
prepared to apply this knowledge when
assessing fitness and prescribing exercise
or when working in an exercise business
setting. Exercise science professionals
can work in corporate, community or
university environments.

“Through the training they will receive in
the exercise science major, our students
will serve others by promoting fitness
and health. This ties in with our Catholic
Dominican mission which encourages
students to look at life through the lens
of service to others,” said Velhagen.
Nationally, the overall employment for
exercise physiologists is predicted to
grow 13% from 2020 to 2030, and in
New Jersey job openings for exercise
physiologists are projected to increase
by 12% by 2026.
“Our investment in [these new degree
programs] builds on our strengths,
responds to both student interest and
future market conditions, and advances
our mission as a comprehensive institution
founded by the Sisters of St. Dominic,”
said Peter Ubertaccio, Ph.D., Caldwell’s
vice president for academic affairs. The
University previously announced the
addition of the Bachelor of Science in
Supply Chain Management and the
Bachelor of Science in Communication
Science and Disorders programs, which
are also being offered this year. n
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Ketan Gandhi:
CALDWELL’S NEW VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCE
This past summer Caldwell’s
new vice president of finance,
Ketan Gandhi, made a visit
to the Sisters of St. Dominic’s
Motherhouse on Caldwell’s
campus. Sister Pat Stringer,
O.P., gave him a tour that
included a lesson on the Sisters’
history and the founding in
1939 of what was Caldwell
College for Women.

Caldwell Partners with St. George’s
University School of Medicine and
Essex County College
Caldwell University has entered a partnership with St. George’s
University and Essex County College to streamline admission for
eligible students to St. George’s University School of Medicine.
Accepted students will complete two years at Essex County
College and one year at Caldwell University before pursuing a
four-year medical degree at St. George’s.
“Caldwell University is thrilled to partner with St. George’s
University and Essex County College to offer students the
opportunity to pursue medicine with exposure to medical
professionals from around the world,” said Caldwell
President Matthew Whelan, Ed.D. “This collaboration will
provide our high-achieving students who are passionate about
making a difference in health care, and who may face economic
challenges, with the chance to earn both their undergraduate and
medical degrees through a global lens.”
Students in the 2+1+4 program must complete their first two
years of undergraduate study at Essex County College with an
associate’s degree in biology. Then they must complete one year of
undergraduate study at Caldwell University. After that, they will
move on to the four-year medical degree program at St. George’s
University in Grenada. They will also have the opportunity to
spend their first year of medicine at Northumbria University in
the United Kingdom, which maintains a special partnership with
St. George’s University.
To remain eligible for the program, students must maintain a 3.4
grade point average while enrolled at Essex County College and at
Caldwell. They must also register a competitive score on the MCAT.
Students accepted to the 2+1+4 program will receive a $10,000
scholarship upon matriculating at St. George’s University. They
will receive a Bachelor of Science degree from Caldwell upon
completing the first year of the St. George’s M.D. program. n

Gandhi left the meeting with
a greater appreciation for how
Caldwell’s mission to serve
students who were the first in their families to attend college has
continued for generations. He sees how Caldwell has changed
over the decades. Today there are male students; Caldwell is more
diverse and has more international students, but it is evident that
the mission remains. “We all know when someone has a degree
they have a better chance to get into middle income. That’s a
wonderful story for sure … it’s very important,” said Gandhi,
who joined the University last spring, bringing with him 35 years
in business and higher education.
Gandhi spent 25 years in media—at Gannett and the
Philadelphia Inquirer in community publishing, holding
positions as CFO and vice president of finance. He moved
into higher education at Burlington Community College and
Rutgers University and then shifted to consulting, serving
over 20 institutions including Brown University and Lafayette
College where he helped decentralize financial planning. The
positions gave him a solid grasp of the financial structure public
and private institutions need. A native of India, he earned his
bachelor’s degree in accounting from Bombay University, his
M.B.A. from Indiana University of Pennsylvania and a diploma
in postgraduate business management from K.C. College,
Mumbai, India. He is currently a doctoral candidate in education
leadership at Rowan University.
At Caldwell, Gandhi is a strategic fiscal partner to the
University’s leadership team and oversees the day-to-day
financial operation, which includes bursar, accounts payable,
monthly financial reporting, grant accounting and long-term
financial planning.
Over the last few months Gandhi has gotten to know more
employees. The strength of Caldwell, he said, lies in its brand
and history. As for challenges that come with uncertain times,
he says he does not shy away from them. “I will step up to it.”
His favorite place on campus? The cafeteria. To him, it tells part
of the richness of Caldwell’s story: “You get to see the student
body, how diverse it is and how they [the students] engage with
each other.” n
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Faculty & Staff Notes
Traci Bitondo, Ph.D., LPC, LPAT,
adjunct lecturer in the School of
Psychology and Counseling, received
a Ph.D. in counselor education and
supervision with a concentration in
leadership from the University of the
Cumberlands in Williamsburg, Kentucky.
Christina L. Bryant, director of
campus ministry, adjunct lecturer
in the Department of Theology and
Philosophy, successfully defended
her dissertation “Surviving Scripture:
Domestic Violence and Paul’s First Letter
to the Corinthians” and graduated with
a Ph.D. in biblical interpretation from
Brite Divinity School at Texas Christian
University in Fort Worth, Texas.
Lena Campagna, Ph.D., assistant
professor and chair of the Department of
Sociology and Criminal Justice, presented
with a colleague at the Rutgers University
Education Policies, Communities, and
Social Justice Research Conference in
May. Their research presentation was titled
“Playtime vs. Punishment: Examining
the Pre-school to Prison Pipeline.”
At the Dominican Higher Education
Colloquium in June, Campagna presented
on “Responding to Calls for Social
Justice Reform: Utilizing Class Projects as
Opportunities for Student Agency.”
Heather Cook, MLIS, research analyst,
completed a certificate in institutional
research from the University of WisconsinStout in June. Cook is serving as treasurer,
and Dr. Susan Hayes, executive director
of institutional research and assessment,
as chair of the New Jersey Association for
Institutional Research for 2022-23.
Clare Echterling, Ph.D., adjunct lecturer
in the Department of English, has two
upcoming publications, “Intergenerational
Justice and Young Adult Climate
Literature” in “The Oxford Handbook
of Young Adult Literature” (2024) and
“Decolonizing Climate Knowledge:
Teaching Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner’s Poetry in an
Online Global Environmental Literature
Course” in “Teaching the Literature of
Climate Change” (2023).
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James Flynn, Ph.D., chair of the
Department of Theology and
Philosophy, chaired the online symposium
“Morality as the Target of Moral
Judgments” at the American Philosophical
Association’s Eastern Division conference
on Jan. 15. He presented a paper
titled “Dominican Justice and Mercy
in the Classroom: Implementing
Plagiarism Policies” on June 9 at the
online Dominican Higher Education
Colloquium’s “Weaving a Tapestry of
Universal Justice” conference.
Soheila Kobler, director of online
education, was vice chair for self-study
evaluation for the Middle States team
visit in April.
Benjamin Lammers, Ph.D., professor of
history, presented on the Holocaust and
anti-Semitism to the staff at Robert
Wood Johnson University Hospital
Rahway. The event was arranged for
International Holocaust Awareness Day
by History Department alumnus Patrick
Koslecki ’17, director of diversity and
inclusion at the hospital.

Valerie Lewis-Mosley, OPA, Ph.D.,
adjunct lecturer in the Department
of Theology and Philosophy, received
the Dominican Sisters of Caldwell Peace
Award at the 2022 Dominican Sisters
of Caldwell Assembly June 25. She
served on the plenary panel on “The
Black Dominican Story” June 8 during
the Dominican Higher Education
Colloquium at Dominican University in
River Forest, Illinois. She was the keynote
commencement speaker at St. Dominic
Academy in Jersey City on June 4 and
presented at a Juneteenth celebration
workshop at the Caldwell Library in
June. She was named a 2022 Delaplane
Writing Cohort Scholar for the Lilly Grant
Foundation venture “Preaching on Racism”
and was chosen to participate in a forum
with the Ad Hoc Committee on Racism in
the Sante Fe Archdiocese in August.
Thomas Ling, Ph.D., associate dean
of the School of Psychology and
Counseling, and Karla Batres, former
associate professor of psychology,
presented a symposium at the American
Psychological Association Conference

in August on “Is the Gate Locked?
Understanding the Hidden Rules and
Policies That Create Inequity in
Student Outcomes.”
Crystal Lopez, assistant dean for residence
life and conduct, spoke at the Association
of College and University Housing
Officers-International conference in June
in Pittsburgh. Her presentation was titled
“Letting go ... A story of vulnerability.”
Maria Lupo, DMH, LPAT, ATR-BC,
adjunct lecturer in the Department of
Psychology and Counseling, received a
doctorate in medical and health humanities
from Drew University in May. Lupo comoderated a panel on wellness, resilience
and the creative arts and led a community
art therapy project, “The Healing Quilt,” at
the Montclair Art Museum on May 12.
Stephen M. Meawad, Ph.D., assistant
professor of theology, was selected for
and attended the Teaching Interfaith
Understanding seminar at DePaul
University in Chicago in June. He was
invited to be an author in “The Palgrave
Handbook of Religion and State.”
Mary Ann B. Miller, Ph.D., professor
of English, was invited to teach a
Contemporary Catholic Poetry course to
seminarians and M.A. theology students at
St. Joseph’s Seminary, Yonkers, New York
during the spring 2022 semester.
David Petriello, Ph.D., adjunct professor
in the Department of History and
Political Science, had his book “The
Politics of Disease: American History
from Columbus to Covid” published
by McFarland Publishers. In March
he presented the paper “Paintings and
Pandemics: The Portrayal of Cholera in
Romanticism” at the Southern Association
of Historians of Medicine and Science.
Andrew Plath,
Ph.D., LPC
(IL), assistant
professor in
the School of
Psychology and
Counseling,
presented at
the annual
Association for
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Humanistic Counseling conference in
Nashville, Tennessee, in May on “Music
in the Classroom: Efficacy & Activities”
(collaborating with Caldwell students
Erica Meyler and Caitlyn Conselyea)
and “Task-Oriented Self-Care: A Novel
Approach to Wellness.”
Kenneth F. Reeve, Ph.D., BCBA-D,
professor of applied behavior analysis,
co-authored a paper with his former thesis
student Angelina Longo, his doctoral
student Christopher Colasurdo and his ABA
department colleagues Jason Vladescu and
Sharon Reeve, investigating instructional
methods to teach American Sign Language
to undergraduate students. The paper
was published in the journal Behavioral
Interventions. Reeve was co-author on five
additional research papers published in
other peer-reviewed journals as well as three
research paper presentations at the annual
convention of the Association for Behavior
Analysis International in Boston. He served
as a guest associate editor for the journal
The Psychological Record and as a research
paper reviewer for the journals Behavioral
Interventions and Journal of Experimental
Analysis of Behavior.
Sharon A.
Reeve, Ph.D.,
BCBA-D, LBA,
professor of
applied behavior
analysis, was
a co-author
on a paper
investigating
effective
methods to teach children with autism
spectrum disorder how to brush their teeth
independently. The paper was published
in the journal Education and Treatment
of Children. Along with her colleagues,
she was also a co-author on four recently
published behavior analysis research
papers. Reeve served as a discussant in the
symposium “Strategies for Teaching Play
Skills and Appropriate Social Behaviors to
Young Children With Autism Spectrum
Disorder” at the 48th annual convention
of the Association for Behavior Analysis
International in Boston and was a coauthor on four papers presented at the
convention. She also served as an article

reviewer and associate editor for multiple
behavior analysis journals.
Jill Sheldon,
administrative
assistant in
the Office of
Development
and Alumni
Affairs, has been
volunteering
as a facilitator
for Good
Grief, a Morristown organization that
helps children, families and communities
through loss and adversity.
Stacey Solomon, Ph.D., professor of
psychology and counseling, and Annette
Vaccaro, Ed.D., assistant professor of
psychology and counseling, presented
on the topic “Intervention Strategies
for Students Experiencing Emotional
Dysregulation” at the spring conference
of the New Jersey School Counselor
Association April 1 at Kean University.
Annette Vaccaro,
Ed.D., LPAT,
LPC, associate
professor and
coordinator of
the graduate
counseling
master’s degree
with art therapy
specialization
program, is being honored at the Union
County YWCA’s “Empowering Women”
event to be held in October, Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, to support
domestic violence programs.
Jason C. Vladescu, Ph.D., BCBA-D,
NCSP, LBA (NY), professor of applied
behavior analysis and clinical supervisor
of the Center for Autism and ABA,
was selected to serve as a member of the
School-Age Autism Advisory Panel in the
New Jersey Department of Education’s
Office of Special Education. Vladescu
along with colleagues Tina Sidener and
Sharon Reeve co-authored an article titled
“Training medical students to teach safe
infant sleep environment practices using
pyramidal behavioral skills training” in
the Journal of Applied Behavior Analysis.

This manuscript was based on former ABA
doctoral student Dr. Jacqueline Mery’s
dissertation project.
Applied behavior analysis doctoral
student Allison Parker had her thesis,
“Identifying and Training Skills Acquisition
Protocol Development: A Preliminary
Investigation,” published in Behavior
Analysis in Practice. Her advisors from the
Applied Behavior Analysis Department
were Tina Sidener, Ph.D., BCBA-D,
department chair, professor and clinical
supervisor of the Center for Autism and
ABA; Ruth DeBar, Ph.D., BCBA-D, LBA
(NY), professor and clinical supervisor of
the Center for Autism and ABA; Sharon
Reeve, professor and graduate program
coordinator for the department and
director of the Center for Autism and
ABA, and Kenneth Reeve, professor and
graduate program coordinator.
Applied Behavior Analysis master’s student
Natalie Folgia’s thesis on “Teaching Leg
Shaving with Finishing Touch Flawless
Legs™ to Women with Disabilities” was
published in Behavior Analysis in Practice.
Her advisors from the Applied Behavior
Analysis Department were Sidener, DeBar
and Sharon Reeve.

The Caldwell
HelpLine,
created by
Thomas
Ling, Ph.D.,
associate dean
of the School of
Psychology and
Counseling,
has started responding to calls to
988, the nationwide mental health
crisis and suicide prevention number.
“The graduate student volunteers
on this line will be saving lives by
ensuring callers in crisis are directed
to appropriate services and supports,”
said Ling, who has overseen the
hotline for the past 11 years.
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Dominican Connection
Women, Caldwell University, was built on
this love for God, and I as a professor of
theology, and all of us here, are indebted to
Mother Joseph and all of the Dominican
Sisters who have blessed these walls
throughout the years.”

Professor Meawad Gives
Founder’s Day Lecture on
Dominican Spirituality
Stephen Meawad, Ph.D., associate
professor of theology, presented for
Founder’s Day on “Educating the
Whole Person: Dominican Spirituality
at Caldwell University.”
He spoke about the faith of foundress
Mother Joseph Dunn, O.P., who lived
her vows for 54 years, and how the
current community is a recipient of that
commitment. “... Caldwell College for

Meawad emphasized how Dominican
spirituality “offers a distinct educational
experience” with the “bedrock of the
pursuit of truth.” He discussed the
importance of that pursuit of truth related
to meaning and purpose, the foundation
of the Dominican pillars of prayer, study,
community and service, how those pillars
work to educate the whole person, how
they are embodied in Jesus Christ and how
faith and reason are compatible. “Our job
as educators here is to inculcate this thirst
for truth within our students,” he said.
“We must instill in our students a sense of
meaning and purpose, and if we are not
doing that, we cannot consider ourselves
entirely successful educators. This is why
Dominican spirituality is so instrumental
to the proper formation of our students.”
Meawad ended his lecture by pointing
to the “torch of love,” the self-giving that
Mother Joseph lived and that the Sisters of
St. Dominic carried throughout the years
and for which the campus community
today is grateful. n

RCIA
Caldwell students L to R: Akos Harmonie
Lantsou, Hailey Rolon and Keyanna
Mercado received their first Communion
and confirmation at St. Aloysius in
Caldwell on April 24. They journeyed
through the RCIA process with Colleen
O’Brien, former director of Campus
Ministry and current adjunct lecturer in the
Department of Theology and Philosophy. n

Nursing Hosts
International Catholic
Nurses Delegation

Dr. Ellina Chernobilsky, associate vice president for academic affairs (back row, center), and Dr. Donna Naturale
(second from right) pictured with nurses from the National Association of Catholic Nurses and the International
Catholic Committee of Nurses and Medico-Social Assistants on their visit to campus Aug. 9.

18 CALDWELLMAGAZINE

Dr. Donna Naturale, associate dean of
the School of Nursing and Public Health,
and other members of her department
hosted a delegation of nurses from the
National Association of Catholic Nurses
and the International Catholic Committee
of Nurses and Medico-Social Assistants
Aug. 9 to network, share information and
explore collaborations. The visiting nurses
were from Poland, England, Eswatini and
the United States. Also attending from
Caldwell was Ellina Chernobilsky, Ph.D.,
associate vice president for academic affairs.
Psychology student Tia Williams joined
Naturale in giving the nurses a tour of
Caldwell’s state-of-the-art nursing labs
and campus. n

CALDWELLLIFE

L to R: EOF students Rugnie Jean, Isabela Arce and Devin Jackson.
Hrishita Badu describes her research project to Professor Eduardo Zappi.

EOF SPIRIT DAY

RESEARCH AND CREATIVE ARTS DAY

EOF Spirit Day, a day of celebration and community awareness, was
held April 28. “EOF serves as a doorway into the impossible for many
of its students who would otherwise not have an opportunity to receive
a college education,” said Andrei St. Felix, director of the EOF program.
“On EOF Spirit Day, we celebrate and share stories of strength, teamwork,
camaraderie and academic successes accomplished throughout the
step-by-step process from freshmen to graduating seniors.”

Nearly 140 projects across all academic disciplines were featured at
Research and Creative Arts Day April 27. President Matthew Whelan,
Ed.D., applauded the faculty, students and staff for their hard work and
creativity. “There is probably no more powerful way … to use your
education than to create new knowledge.” Recognizing the challenges
in the world, he told the researchers that, through their work, they will
be able to find solutions by looking for them “in different ways, in new
ways, in ways that you are encouraged to find right here on our campus.”
He encouraged participants to consider how their work can improve the
lives of others “whether through art, innovation or invention.” Dr. Niamh
O’Hara, CEO of Biotia Inc., gave the keynote address.

events

Takiyah Drinkard, EOF counselor, said EOF Spirit Day is also about being
thankful—“thankful for the doors that are opened through the program
for students from first-generation and socioeconomically disadvantaged
backgrounds and thankful for what is shared through academic and
personal experiences—the chance to make a difference in the world
through education and cultural exposure.”

PRESENCE 2022 LAUNCH
Presence: A Journal of Catholic Poetry,
edited by English Professor Mary Ann
B. Miller, Ph.D., launched its 2022 issue
by hosting a virtual poetry reading with
poet and novelist Julia Alvarez, who
was introduced by and in conversation
with Dana Gioia, former chairman of
the National Endowment for the Arts,
May 7. Miller, the founder of the journal,
teaches the journal editing class in which
students read submissions to the annual
publication and write reviews of some of
the collections of poems being reviewed by
professionals in that year’s issue.

MEETING WITH
YANKEES EXECS
SOCIAL JUSTICE SYMPOSIUM
The Caldwell University Social Justice Symposium was held April 8.
The campus community and greater Caldwell community engaged in
informative breakout sessions on social justice issues. The speakers
encouraged attendees to incorporate social justice themes into
educational and working environments, foster long-term engagement
and action on issues related to social justice, identify ways to get
involved in causes, become an advocate and servant leader on social
justice issues, inspire change in their communities and more. Pictured
are members of the symposium planning team, Helen Antoniou
McGowan, assistant professor in the School of Business and Computer
Science; Abdul Staten, director of student advocacy and prevention
awareness; student Jaesha-Ann Davis; Stacey Murphy, adjunct lecturer
in the School of Business and Computer Science; Tim Kessler-Cleary,
assistant dean for student engagement and retention, and Katiana
Defendre, office manager in the Center for Autism and Applied Behavior
Analysis and purchasing agent in the Finance Department.

Communication and
sports management
students had the chance
to network with New
York Yankees executives
this past spring. The
students were in
Communication and
Media Studies Professor
Bob Mann’s sports
media class. Mann
received the invitation
from his Yankees ticket
rep, Henry Li. The students discussed internships and careers with team
executives Mike Robbins, Ken Cleary and Nick Sinelli. Professor Virginia
Rich, associate dean of the School of Business and Computer Science,
and Nick Amabile, Communication and Media Studies Department
production manager, joined Mann for the special event.
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Corino was also honored with Distinguished
Service Awards from the Met Basketball
Writers Association (MBWA) at the
89th All-Met Haggerty Awards Dinner
on April 25. The Met Basketball awards
are presented by the MBWA to selected
recipients for their meritorious service over
the years to metropolitan basketball.

Mark Corino Receives Two Awards
Recognizing Career Accomplishments
Assistant Vice President and Director of
Athletics Mark A. Corino was honored this
past spring with a pair of awards to mark his
accomplished career and milestone victory as
the all-time winningest men’s coach in New
Jersey history. Corino came to Caldwell
in 1988, assuming the role of director of
athletics and men’s basketball head coach,
and is in his 35th year at Caldwell.

— JT

In April, Corino was inducted into
the Hall of Honor during Basketball
Reunion’s inaugural event on April 4 at
the Prudential Center. Corino was joined
by two other legendary men’s basketball
coaches that evening: former Princeton
University head coach Pete Carril and
former Stockton University head coach
Gerry Matthews.

SPRING RECAP

Softball All-American Jessica Klein
SOFTBALL RETURNS TO NCAA DIVISION II TOURNAMENT

The Caldwell University softball team returned to the NCAA
Division II Tournament this past spring after posting a 39-17
20 CALDWELLMAGAZINE

Corino’s accomplishments on the
basketball court are extensive. Last season,
he reached two coaching milestones,
earning his 600th career victory in
November. He became the all-time
winningest men’s coach in New Jersey,
earning his 604th career win against
Holy Family University in January. He
also guided the Caldwell Cougars to two
NCAA Division II tournaments, which
included the program’s first victory during
the 2021 NCAA tournament. n

overall record and a 19-5 record in the Central Atlantic
Collegiate Conference. The Cougars had nine all-conference
honorees including freshman outfielder Jessica Klein (Trevose,
Pennsylvania), who was selected as the CACC Rookie of the Year
and to the CACC First Team. Junior second baseman Taylor
Mischler (Endicott, New York), junior third baseman Courtney
Grundhauser (Easton, Pennsylvania), senior outfielder Emma
Cooney (Livingston, New Jersey), senior pitcher Mariah Culver
(Owego, New York) and freshman designated player Allison
Winters (Blairstown, New Jersey) earned CACC First Team
Honors. Senior first baseman Maya Rodriguez (Fort Lauderdale,
Florida), freshman shortstop Ashleigh Tavaska (Jackson, New
Jersey) and senior pitcher Kayla Daly (Babylon, New York) were
named to the CACC Second Team.
Head Coach Dean Johnson earned his 10th CACC Coach of the
Year Award for guiding the team to its highest win total since 2017.
Klein was selected by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association
(NFCA) as a finalist for its Freshman of the Year Award, while
earning NFCA Third Team All-American honors; she was the 12th
player in program history to receive NFCA All-American honors.
Senior Emma Cooney (Livingston, New Jersey) was selected to the
2021-22 CoSIDA Academic All-District Team for her performance
in the classroom and on the diamond this spring. n
— JT
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Men’s Basketball Head Coach Mark Corino
Announces Retirement from Coaching
Mark A. Corino has announced his
retirement as head coach of the men’s
basketball program after 34 years at
Caldwell and 39 years of coaching. Corino
will continue in his role as assistant vice
president/director of athletics for the
department he has led since 1988. This
transition will occur at the end of September.
“I will have a very difficult time trying
to fully express my gratitude to all who
have supported me over the past 30-plus
years in my coaching career,” Corino said.
“I could not have gotten through it all
without the love and support of my family,
friends, our Caldwell University men’s
basketball players, the continuous support
of the Caldwell University community and
my assistant coaches (past and present),
especially my longtime assistant coach
Dean Johnson, who has been by my side
for over 30 years.”
Corino’s coaching career spans nearly
40 years. He has built one of the most
successful men’s basketball programs in
New Jersey during his time at Caldwell,
where he has amassed over 500 career
victories with the Cougars and has a
606-494 career coaching record.

and Dr. Nancy Blattner and our current
president, Dr. Matthew Whelan, for their
continued support to the men’s basketball
program and for all the encouragement and
inspirations throughout our time together.”
Corino marked another historic milestone
on Jan. 27, 2018, as he coached his 1,000th
game in a 47-40 win over the University
of the Sciences. He is among the all-time
victory leaders in Division II, ranking in
the top 25 all time in career wins, and is
among a group of 100 coaches across all
three divisions with over 600 victories.
He guided the Cougars to two NCAA
Division II tournament appearances
and led Caldwell to a victory in the
opening round in 2021. Corino’s other
coaching accomplishments are also
impressive: five trips to the NAIA national
tournament, seven CACC regular-season
championships, six CACC tournament
titles and an NAIA District 31 crown.
“I have always thought of myself as an
educator and coach and, at its core,
coaching isn’t about winning and losing,”
Corino said. “At the college level, coaching
is about teaching, molding and developing
teenagers into young men and having them
become positive, productive members of
society. I have worked extremely hard at
that every day of my coaching career with
that philosophy in mind.”

Corino has been one of the most successful
college coaches in New Jersey. Corino
passed legendary Princeton University Head
Coach Pete Carril with his 515th victory
in a 103-68 win against
Dominican College on
I will have a very
Jan. 10, 2015, and passed
the previous all-time
difficult time trying
leader in wins, former
to fully express my
Stockton University Head
Coach Gerry Matthews
gratitude to all
(603 career wins), on Jan.
who have supported
8, 2022. He is one of only
three head coaches in
me over the past
New Jersey with over 500
30-plus years…
career victories.

“

“I must say thank
you to the Dominican Sisters and the
administration that brought me here to
Caldwell in August 1988,” Corino said.
“I must say thank you to our former
presidents Sister Patrice Werner, O.P.,

Corino’s contributions
to the Caldwell
community culminated
with the naming of
the basketball court
after the longtime head
coach in 2018. Mark
A. Corino Court was
officially dedicated
on Dec. 8, 2018, in a
ceremony that featured
speeches from thenCaldwell President
Dr. Nancy Blattner and Central Atlantic
Collegiate Conference Commissioner Dan
Mara as well as special proclamations from
then-Caldwell Mayor Ann Dassing and
West Caldwell Mayor Joe Tempesta Jr.

”

Corino has received several honors,
including four CACC Coach of the Year
awards. In 1992, Corino was named the
Jersey 9 and District 31 Coach of the
Year. He was selected by the Metropolitan
Basketball Writers Association as its Coach
of the Year in 1998. In 2016, Corino was
inducted into the Caldwell Athletics Hall
of Fame for his extensive contributions as
the athletics director and head coach. In
2018 he received the prestigious Garden
State Award from the Collegiate Athletic
Administrators of New Jersey. This spring,
Corino was inducted into the Basketball
Reunion Hall of Honor and received the
Distinguished Service Award from the
Metropolitan Basketball Writers.
In his career, Corino has emphasized
academics with his teams, and that
approach has paid off with multiple
student-athletes honored on the CACC
All-Academic Team. His program has seen
18 student-athletes recognized on the
National Association of Basketball Coaches
(NABC) Honors Court. His teams have
been awarded the NABC Team Academic
Excellence Award eight times over the last
10 years that the program has existed. n
— JT
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Q&A

With Jenna Adams, Head Coach
Acrobatics and Tumbling

“I can tell it is going to be a really
great environment.”

Honors Student Picks
Caldwell for Science and for
Acrobatics and Tumbling
Baylie Daniels ’26 was an honors student
at Kinnelon High School. Working hard
has been important to her since she
set her sights on going into medicine
and becoming a pediatric emergency
physician. “I want to make an impact on
people’s lives,” said Daniels, who works as
a phlebotomist. “It’s cool to interact with
the patients, to see a part of their recovery
in the hospital, to have a positive impact.”
She was excited to learn that she was
accepted in Caldwell University’s
seven-year B.S. to M.D. program.
“Working throughout high school paid
off for that,” said Daniels, who attended
Caldwell University’s dinner for incoming
honors students. “I got to sit next to the
president,” she said. Daniels talked to
Dr. Matthew Whelan about his college
journey and Caldwell, met professors,
learned about research opportunities
and met other incoming students.
Daniels chose Caldwell after talking to
acrobatics and tumbling coach Jenna
Adams. Daniels had competed in
gymnastics for 15 years but quit when
the sport put too much stress on her body.
“I never thought I’d do college athletics.
It is an awesome opportunity.” When she
visited the campus and met Adams and
professors, she was sold on Caldwell.
“I just knew it was the best place for me
… I can tell Jenna is really dedicated and
wants the best for us. I can tell it is going
to be a really great environment.” n
—CL
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ACROBATICS AND TUMBLING IS LISTED AS
AN NCAA EMERGING SPORT. HOW DID
YOU BECOME INTERESTED IN THIS SPORT?

I was a competitive cheerleader my entire
childhood, and when it came time to go
off to college it seemed like that was my
only option, to be a cheerleader. Luckily
for me, I had another teammate who
had been recruited to an acrobatics and
tumbling team. During her first year, I
went and watched a meet and instantly fell
in love with the sport. I loved competing
and wanted to find a new way to challenge
myself and my skill set, which is exactly
what A&T did for me.
YOU WERE AN ACCOMPLISHED
STUDENT-ATHLETE IN COLLEGE. HOW
DID THAT EXPERIENCE IMPACT YOUR
JOURNEY TO COACHING THE SPORT?

I credit my desire to become a head coach
to my experience as a student-athlete.
I had a wonderful experience where I
learned important lessons about pushing
myself in all aspects of life, how to treat
others and being a well-rounded human.
I want to be able to share my experience
and offer the same thing to future female
athletes. Coaching to me is more than
just developing a player. You are truly
developing a whole person and teaching
them valuable lessons for their lifetime.
WHAT IS YOUR COACHING STYLE AND
WHAT COACHES, COLLEAGUES OR
TEAMMATES HAVE INFLUENCED IT?

My coaching style is a holistic one. I believe
that being a good coach means that you
know your players on a personal level.
Coaching to me means coaching the whole
person, not just the athlete. My former
coach, MaryAnn Powers, taught me this, and
we developed a great relationship that helped
me become a better teammate and person.

CAN A STUDENT WHO HAS
PARTICIPATED IN GYMNASTICS,
DANCE OR CHEERLEADING TAKE TO
ACROBATICS AND TUMBLING?

Absolutely! Members of acro and tumbling
programs can be recruited from all different
athletic backgrounds. The most common
ones are competitive cheerleading, artistic
gymnastics and high school cheerleading
and gymnastics. We also recruit from other
acrobatic gymnastics gyms and acrobatic
and tumbling youth programs that are
starting to develop and grow throughout
the country. Most programs are composed
of a variety of different percentages of
gymnasts, cheerleaders and dancers. Athletes
who have backgrounds in swimming or
diving, trampoline tumbling or even track
and field have all found success in the world
of acrobatics and tumbling.
WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR IN
A STUDENT-ATHLETE WHO CAN
COMPETE ON THE ACROBATICS
AND TUMBLING TEAM?

Hard work and dedication. If you can
dedicate yourself to learning new skills
and being a part of a team, then the rest is
simple. Hard work is just as important and
does not always mean practice. You must
work hard in the classroom and the weight
room. Any female athlete who wants to be a
part of history and is open to learning new
things is welcome.
CAN YOU GIVE US A LITTLE PREVIEW OF
A COUPLE OF YOUR STUDENT-ATHLETES
WHO WILL BE JOINING YOUR TEAM?

We have some really great athletes joining
our inaugural team from all different
athletic backgrounds. One in particular
is Audrey French; she is joining us from
Maryland where she competed on a highly
competitive acrobatic gymnastics team.
Her team recently had a great showing
at the USA championships. A few others
joining us from right here in New Jersey
and with an extensive background in both
high school and competitive gymnastics
are Jill Riggio, Mickennah Lanza, Baylie
Daniels and Isabella Garcia. The talent
surely does not stop there, and all of our
inaugural members will play an important
role in our historic season. I am beyond
excited to get practice started and show the
Caldwell community the incredible sport
that is acrobatics and tumbling. n
— John Tagliaferri conducted this interview.
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ALEX LOPES AND
EVAN MARQUES ’16 JOIN
ATHLETIC COACHING STAFFS

Lynne Machtemes ’98
Named Athletic
Compliance and
Student Welfare Officer

Lynne Giachetti Machtemes ’98 returned
to her roots, assuming the role of athletic
compliance and student welfare officer
in March.
She was a partner at the law firm of Iacullo,
Martino, Machtemes & Reinitz in Nutley,
New Jersey, and practiced law for nearly 20
years before joining the Caldwell athletic staff.
Alex Lopes

Evan Marques

Alex Lopes has been named the new head
coach for the men’s lacrosse program, while
Evan Marques ’16 has returned to his alma
mater as the first full-time head coach for
the men’s soccer program. Both will
serve as administrators with roles in the
Athletics Department.

Marques returns to Caldwell after starring
for four years for the Cougars and serving
one season as an assistant coach in 2018.
He played in 62 games for the Cougars,
totaling seven points on one goal and five
assists, primarily as a defender.

Lopes comes to Caldwell after spending
four seasons on the Kean University men’s
lacrosse coaching staff from 2009-12 and
during the 2021 season. He worked as
the program’s offensive coordinator and
assisted with recruiting, practice planning,
game planning and film exchange.
Prior to his time at Kean, he had assistant
coaching stops at NJIT (2016-20),
Jacksonville University (2014-16) and
Fairfield University (2012-14). Lopes served
as the offensive coordinator/recruiting
coordinator at both NJIT and Jacksonville.
Lopes was a four-year letter winner at
St. Joseph’s University (Pennsylvania)
while playing attack and midfield. At the
conclusion of his career, he ranked in the
top 10 in career assists with the Hawks.
He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Business Management from St. Joseph’s
in 2009 and a Master of Arts degree in
Elementary Education from Kean in 2012.

Marques brings a wealth of coaching
experience at all levels of the NCAA,
having served on the coaching staffs of the
College of Saint Elizabeth, Saint Thomas
Aquinas College and the New Jersey
Institute of Technology. At NJIT, he was
part of the coaching staff that was selected
as the ASUN Conference and Regional
Coaching Staff of the Year.
Marques earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration from
Caldwell with a concentration in small
business and entrepreneurship. n
—JT

Machtemes graduated from Caldwell in
1998 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English. She played for the Caldwell softball
team from 1994-98 under current head
coach Dean Johnson and has held roles
within athletics and the University since her
graduation. In 2001, she graduated from
New York Law School.
Machtemes has served on the Caldwell
University Alumni Board for several terms
and is a member of the Caldwell Athletic
Department Hall of Fame Committee.
—JT

SPRINT FOOTBALL
H O M E

G A M E S

SATURDAY, OCT. 1
VS. U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY
6:30 P.M. (James Caldwell HS)
SATURDAY, OCT. 29
VS. CORNELL UNIVERSITY
1 P.M. (Monsignor Owens Park)
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s
Dr. and
Mrs. Matthew
Whelan celebrate
the honorees
at the 2022
Caldwell University
Presidential
Scholarship Gala.

t

L to R: Marie and Louis LaSalle, Mary Sellitto-Curcio ’83,
Board of Trustees member, and her husband, Michael Curcio.
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s

L to R: Nancy Costello Miller ’79, former trustee; Linda Luciano, Ed.D., M.B.A. ’78,
then chair of the Board of Trustees, and Olga E. Bradford, Esq., member of the
Board of Trustees.

t

Seated L to R: Sister Mary Elizabeth Fallon, O.P.; Sister Pat Stringer, O.P.; Sister
Joan Doyle, O.P., and Sister Gerardine Mueller, O.P. Standing L to R: Sister Elaine
Keenan, O.P.; Sister Deborah Lynch, O.P.; Sister Arlene Antczak, O.P.; Sister Donna
Marie O’Brien, O.P., and Sister Ann Marie Rimmer, O.P.
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t

Front row, L to R: Lindsay Hulin ’14, Melissa Brady-Petrillo ’14, Teresa Chimienti D’Elia ’84,
Anne Marie Ryan ’84, Chairwoman Kathleen Buse ’72, Margaret Poltorak Keyes ’75,
Elaine Bauer Zabriskie ’73; back row, L to R: Barbara Ziglear Buechner ’76,
Nancy Hurtz-Soyka ’71, Helen Babits ’66, Angela Aiello Zaccardi ’58.

s

s

Beverly Schunk Afonso ’65 received the
Excellence in Humanitarian Philanthropy
Award at the June Dwyer Castano Veritas
Awards ceremony.

Virginia H. Rich, J.D.,
associate dean of the
School of Business and
Computer Science,
presents Sister Donna L.
Ciangio, O.P. ’71, with
the Excellence in Church
Leadership Award.

t

Mary Ann Frigola Cox ’70
received the Excellence in
Volunteer Leadership Award.

t

L to R: Mark A. Corino ’98, assistant vice president, director of
athletics and head men’s basketball coach; Shawn McCray ’90,
honoree for Excellence in Inspiring Youth, and Eric Weston ’91.
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THE SISTER
GERARDINE
MUELLER ENDOWED
SCHOLARSHIP
Sister Gerardine Mueller, O.P.,
now 101 years, was lauded at the
Presidential Scholarship Gala June 2
as one of the honorees.
As a fitting tribute to Sister’s lifetime of
service to Caldwell College for Women,
Caldwell College, and today Caldwell
University, the Sister Gerardine Mueller
Endowed Scholarship was established in
honor of her legacy. It is designated for a
deserving student majoring in art.
Alumna Dr. Linda Sue Galate ’66
remarked, “It is my great honor to present
an award to this evening’s honoree, Sister
Gerardine Mueller, who, I am proud to
say, has been my teacher, mentor and dear
friend for more than five decades. Sister
Gerardine, Caldwell University’s beloved
professor emerita and artist-in-residence

Sister Gerardine at the Presidential Gala on June 2 after being introduced by her friend of more than 56 years and
former student, Dr. Linda Sue Galate ’66.

of more than 50 years, will celebrate her
101st birthday on Sept. 16 of this year. We
are grateful that she continues sharing her
brilliance with us.

her honor, and thanks to the generosity of
a group of Caldwell alumni, I am delighted
to announce the founding of the Sister
Gerardine Mueller Endowed Scholarship.”

Through her faith, boundless intellect,
artistry, creativity, optimism, joy and love,
Sister Gerardine’s impact on Caldwell and
its generations of students is priceless. In

If you would like to make a gift to the Sister
Gerardine Mueller Endowed Scholarship,
please call the Office of Development and
Alumni Affairs at 973-618-3242. n

AFTER 38 YEARS,
A JOYFUL REUNION
As an adult mother of two young children in the early 1980s,
Linda (Pfarrer) Nortillo enrolled at what was then Caldwell College,
studied art with Sister Gerardine Mueller, whom she continued
to revere in the decades that followed, and graduated magna cum
laude. She then went to NYU, earning a Master of Fine Arts degree.
Nortillo and her husband Roger travel the world and say that
the education Linda received at Caldwell informs many of their
experiences, whether visiting churches and cathedrals, public
and private gardens, museums and galleries, ancient sites or
architectural landmarks.
As a working artist, Nortillo has exhibited her work at the Arts
Council of Essex, 80 Washington Square Galleries and the New
Jersey Center for the Visual Arts. The Nortillos enjoy exploring
gardens in the U.S. and Europe and are active supporters of
historic preservation.
Caldwell University Philanthropy Officer Christina Hall arranged
a lunch at which she, Sister Gerardine and the Nortillos spent
a few hours together in delightful conversation. It was an
unforgettable and heartwarming experience for all and the
renewal of a beautiful relationship between a former student
and her beloved professor. n
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L to R: Sister Gerardine Mueller, Dr. Roger Nortillo and Linda Nortillo ’84.
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GRANTS

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE
HUMANITIES GRANT FOR NEW
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINOR

GRANTS OPEN DOORS FOR
21ST-CENTURY ACTIVE LEARNING
SPACES AND COURSES

Dr. Jennifer
Noonan

The Healthcare Foundation of New Jersey
(HFNJ) has granted $193,923 to Caldwell
University to upgrade nursing simulation
equipment, staff capacity and professional
training opportunities in the School of
Nursing and Public Health. The award
will refresh and expand the simulation lab
where students in the popular Bachelor of
Science in Nursing program gain hands-on
practical experience through simulation, so
critical during recent COVID-19 challenges.
“We are thrilled to learn of the generous
grant from the HFNJ,” said Donna
Naturale, associate dean of the School
of Nursing and Public Health. “This
will aid us in upgrading our simulation
lab with state-of-the-art simulators and
enhanced equipment and supplies. We
will add a part-time lab instructor to assist
the full-time clinical affiliate/simulation
lab coordinator and increase student
engagement for all seniors in dedicated
education units at local medical centers.”
Michael Schmidt, executive
director and CEO of the
HFNJ, said the organization
is pleased to support
the continued growth
of Caldwell’s School of
Nursing, “particularly as the program has
grown to welcome a more diverse student
body, with many students being the first in
their families to attend college.”
“Our connection with Caldwell began
in 2011 when the foundation supported
the construction of the nursing skills
laboratory. We have watched the nursing
program grow and thrive over the years
and are proud to ensure that the nursing
corps of the future—in New Jersey and
beyond—will receive the highest quality
education and be well trained in the value
of humanism in medicine, which is so
important to our foundation.”

Dr. Domenic
Maffei

Dr. Rosa
Sanchez

In April, the National Endowment for
the Humanities awarded the University a
$35,000 Humanities Connections Planning
Grant. Three professors from the College
of Arts and Humanities collaborated on
the highly competitive grant: Dr. Jennifer
Noonan, professor of art history and chair
of the Department of Visual Art and
Design; Dr. Domenic Maffei, professor
of political science and chair of the
History and Political Science and Modern
Languages departments, and Dr. Rosa
Sánchez, associate professor of Spanish.
This team will develop curriculum
and humanities teaching and learning
resources around the theme “Embracing
the Challenge of a More Perfect Union:
a New Social Justice Minor” with several
colleagues to explore such topics as
“Literature of Medicine in America” by
Dr. Mary Lindroth (English) and Dr.
Aneesha Jean (nursing); “Art and Chemistry:
History of Materials, Environment Art,
and the Impact of Resource Extraction” by
Noonan and Dr. Xiaolei Gao (chemistry);
“In/Justice and Power of Prison Writing”
by Dr. Mary Ann Miller (English) and
Dr. Lena Campagna (sociology/criminal
justice), “U.S. Policy Toward Latin America:
Politics and Literature” by Sánchez and
Maffei, and Dr. Yang Cai (sociology/
criminal justice) for the core course.
A new social justice minor degree will
connect the humanities with the social
sciences and professional fields and a new
social justice core course anchored in the
humanities that every student will have
to complete.
Noonan said she and her colleagues are
thrilled that the grant will help them
develop a new, interdisciplinary minor
and a new core course. “The lead project
directors say the grant will foster faculty
and staff collaboration and develop
interdisciplinary, team-taught classes with
project-based learning experiences that
address issues of social justice and equity.

All members of the Caldwell community
will benefit while upholding our mission.”
This work has been made possible in part by a
major grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities: Democracy Demands Wisdom. Any
views, findings, conclusions or recommendations
expressed in this article do not necessarily represent
those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
GEORGE I. ALDEN TRUST FOR ACTIVE
LEARNING SPACE

In August, the George I. Alden Trust
of Worcester, Massachusetts, funded a
$160,000 overhaul of a traditional lecturestyle classroom to create a model 21stcentury active
learning
environment
intended to
spark student
learning and
to invigorate
faculty to
experiment
with new
pedagogies
within those spaces. Students will
construct their own knowledge while
working collaboratively in the aesthetically
pleasing classroom outfitted with modern
technology. Trustees of the trust—chair
Warner Fletcher, vice chair Gail Randall,
treasurer Jim Collins and clerk Douglas
Meystre—have been strong partners
and supporters of Caldwell’s liberal arts
education over the past 12 years, helping
to create the Art Therapy Center and to
upgrade the library and computer labs and
numerous classroom spaces.
Alden supports independent undergraduate
education in smaller institutions with
enrollment of 1,000 to 5,000 students
from New England and mid-Atlantic
states that demonstrate a combination
of educational excellence, exciting and
forward-looking programming and efficient
and effective administration.
Ellina Chernobilsky, vice president
for academic affairs at Caldwell, said
the University greatly appreciates the
generosity of Alden and looks forward
to future productive partnerships. “The
creation of collaborative learning spaces
in the library, updates to our computer
labs and, in the latest Alden grant support,
creation of active learning spaces, allow our
faculty to use best pedagogical practices in
their respective disciplines.” n
—Patricia Levins
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BAR ANTICIPATION ALUMNI EVENT
Alumni gathered at Bar Anticipation in Belmar for the annual
alumni event.

ALUMNI SOCCER GAME

alumni

In April the University held its annual men’s and women’s alumni soccer games.

events

PRESIDENTIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
LUNCHEON
Yaman Thapa ’22
describes the impact
of her presidential
scholarship to alumni,
donors, faculty and staff
at this special event
May 2.

D.C. AREA ALUMNI EVENT
Dr. Angela Perillo Stefan ’71 and her husband, Mike
O’Neill, hosted an alumni gathering May 21 at the
historic Congressional Country Club in Bethesda,
Maryland. Special guest Dr. Matthew Whelan shared
campus news and his vision for the future of the
University. Upcoming events will be held to provide
opportunities for alumni in the Washington, D.C., area to
become more engaged with Caldwell.
Pictured L to R are Dr. Anthony Annan, former professor
in the School of Business and Computer Science; event
hosts Mike O’Neill and Dr. Angela Perillo Stefan ’71,
Peggy O’Malley Lester ’69, Virginia Dockery Weber ’71
and David Weber, Elaine Kacmarik ’60, John Larue, Eileen
Donigan Curtis ’68, Linda Simplicio-Dorn ’66, Carolyn
O’Connor Rogers ’68, Caldwell University President Dr.
Matthew Whelan, Ann Masterson Larue ’69, Carolyn
Irwin Wyrsch ’68 and Caldwell philanthropy officers
Christina Hall and Jane George.
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SUMMER BIRTHDAY PARTY
Caldwell grads of the ’80s gathered for a summer birthday party.
L to R: Teresa Chimienti D’Elia ’84, Patricia Gasparini ‘84, Karen
Garafalo Rustek ’84, Margaret Lantz Kean ’84, Barbara Moran
McFadden ’82 and Loretta Kean Williams ’82.
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“The Holy Spirit Led
Me to Caldwell”
Evelyn Shaw ’02

Then a new job opportunity
brought her and her family to
New Jersey, where she attended
Ramapo College. She saw
a flier advertising an open
house at Caldwell College
and attended. Shaw felt that
finally, she was in the right
place. “The Holy Spirit
brought me [to Caldwell],”
she says. At Caldwell, she
completed a double major
in art history and English
and earned an M.A. in
curriculum studies.
Star quality: Shaw pictured at her home.

It is an understatement to say Evelyn
Shaw embodies the virtue of patience: Her
journey to attain a college degree began
at 17 and ended when, at 63, Caldwell
College awarded her a diploma. Shaw feels
tremendous gratitude for Caldwell, her
“final destination.”
Shaw spent her adolescent years in
Chicago. After graduating from high
school, she enrolled in Woodrow Wilson
Junior College, where she took night
classes after working during the day as a
secretary at IBM. Over the 43 years that
followed, she married her husband Don
Shaw (now deceased), continued working,
relocated numerous times and adopted five
children from diverse cultures.
She transferred from the junior college in
Chicago to DePaul University in Chicago,
then to Northwestern in Evanston,
Illinois. When her husband’s job moved
to Wisconsin, she enrolled at Marquette
University. When her husband’s job moved
again to Michigan, Shaw enrolled at Wayne
State. Sometime after that, another transfer
took the couple to Palos Verdes, California,
where they adopted their first child, a
daughter. Shaw attended Marymount
California University while living there.

Years later, Shaw read
an article in her local
newspaper about the
plight of Hispanic
immigrants near her
town who couldn’t
read English. As a
child, she and her
family had lived
in Tombstone,
Arizona, 35
miles from the
border of Mexico.
Throughout her life, the memory of
playing in the hot sun with barefoot
children, whose parents couldn’t afford
shoes, remained with her. Those memories
prompted her to volunteer as an ESL
teacher at a local church. She started
teaching a handful of students. The program
grew so much that, pre-COVID, five
teachers worked with students from Mexico,
Honduras, Ecuador, Peru, and Poland.
Many of Shaw’s students have become like
family over the years: She has attended
family celebrations, weddings, quinceañeras
and other events. Now that she is in her
80s and her children live out of state, she is
grateful for these connections: “They take
care of me and make sure I’m never alone
during any holiday.”

FUN FACT:
While Shaw and her family were living in
Tombstone, Arizona, they joined a cast of extras
in the 1948 film “Red River,” starring John Wayne
and Montgomery Clift. Pictured, center, is the lead,
Wayne, with Evelyn Cook Shaw (wearing hat) and
two of her siblings on set.

Shaw, a generous Caldwell supporter for
the past two decades, says coming here
was “exactly what I needed.” She says her
volunteer work teaching English aligns
with her belief in Caldwell’s mission of
serving others, especially those in need. n
—Christina Hall
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“Always Leave
’Em Laughing”
Sara Courtney ’12

Jon Stewart, David Letterman and Stephen
Colbert will attest to the following: Sara
Courtney is a jack of all trades and a good
joke writer! Courtney says her experience
as an English major at Caldwell helped
her figure out where she wanted to go in
her career as a writer–and that place was
television. Even though she “knew no
one [in the industry],” she says, Courtney
crafted a compelling letter while an
undergraduate pursuing internships in
media. That letter helped land her a highly
sought-after apprenticeship on “The Late
Show with David Letterman,” listed in
the top 10 of TV Guide’s 50 Greatest TV
Shows of All Time.
Courtney began learning the ropes. Then
preparation met opportunity when her
hard work led to a series of lucky breaks
that allowed her to meet industry people
who helped open doors for her.
The internship led to a full-time job
with “The Daily Show,” the late-night
political satire show on Comedy Central
hosted by Jon Stewart. During the fall
of the 2012 presidential campaign, a
moment of serendipity arrived when all
the show’s staff, save for Courtney and
two other employees, went on the road
to cover the election. Courtney stayed in
her Manhattan office at Comedy Central,
honing her research skills and taking on
new responsibilities.
She left “The Daily Show” to return to the
Letterman show, this time as a full-time
hire, replacing his assistant, who was on
maternity leave. While there, she asked
if she could submit jokes for Letterman’s
nightly monologue and was thrilled when
he used one of them, even reiterating it in
later episodes of the show. “Hey, you read
my joke!” she said, thanking him.
“I could have worked on that show
forever,” Courtney says, but Letterman
retired in 2015; by then, Courtney was
the mother of twin boy toddlers. She was
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hired by the legendary
“Saturday Night
Live” (SNL), where
she researched guest
hosts and compiled
images for each weekly
episode. Fun fact:
The incomparable
Tina Fey hosted the
first show on which
Courtney worked.
Working in television
production isn’t for
the faint of heart:
Juggling the demands
of balancing work and
family is challenging
at best. On SNL,
rehearsals sometimes
went into the wee
hours. “The work was so Mugging for the camera: Courtney, in the SNL offices, wearing a wardrobe
much fun, but the hours jacket featured in a sketch.
were brutal—it was
me, pushed me and were clear about
easier when my kids were little,” she says.
their expectations and high standards,”
After three seasons, Courtney took a
break and worked on a few NatGeo
shows, after which she returned to SNL
for four seasons, working as a graphics
coordinator and subsequently as graphics
supervisor. She was then a guest booker on
“The Opposition with Jordan Klepper,”
another satirical news show, for which she
booked four newsmaker guests each week,
conducted pre-interviews and prepped
briefings and questions. She loved the job
but one day learned from an online post
that the show would not be renewed. It was
time to move on.
Courtney enrolled at Caldwell at the
suggestion of Sister Vivien Jennings, O.P.,
Courtney’s aunt and a former president
of Caldwell College, who encouraged
her niece to attend Caldwell to pursue
her interest in writing. Courtney credits
Caldwell’s English faculty for much of
her success. “They saw something in

she says. She had a supportive mentor
in Colette Liddy, Caldwell’s director of
news and media relations, who shared her
experiences as a former television producer
with Courtney, encouraging her to work
on the campus poetry magazine, the
student newspaper and other projects.
Timing is everything: A few years ago,
Courtney began writing features for
Matters Magazine, a publication for
Maplewood, New Jersey residents, leading
her to the decision to become a full-time
writer. With the arrival of the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020, television “shut down,”
she says. She began working as a remote
writer, leveraging her passion for travel by
posting stories at thetravel.com, an online
publication focused on destinations on the
West Coast and Northeast areas of the U.S.
But she still loves making people laugh. n
—Christina Hall
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“Magical” Mary
Makes Children’s
Dreams Come True
Mary Sellitto-Curcio ’83

When Mary Sellitto-Curcio retired, she
knew she wanted to spend her time in the
service of others. Service is her passion:
At Caldwell alone, she has been president
of the Caldwell University Alumni
Association, for which she previously
served two terms as vice president, and
is currently a member of the Board of
Trustees. She is a recipient of the Caldwell
University Peggy Harris Alumni of the
Year Award, given annually to an alum
for outstanding service to the Alumni
Association or University.
For the past 12 years as a volunteer for the
Make-A-Wish Foundation, she has helped

make dreams come true for critically ill
children ages 2½ to 18; this work, she says,
is “sacred.” Retirement means Sellitto-Curcio
can devote more time to Make-A-Wish.
“God gives us a plan and a purpose; all
my experiences show that,” she says.
The family of local resident Sam Prince
applied for a wish through Make-A-Wish.
Born with a rare heart defect, Prince
underwent a heart transplant at the age of
8. His parents completed the application
with Make-A-Wish, and in 2019 they were
assigned to Sellitto-Curcio as their lead
volunteer, who has participated in fulfilling
more than 100 wish experiences to date.

Mary at the Make-A-Wish NJ castle in Monroe, New Jersey.

Prince’s wish was as novel as it was complex
in coordination: A Giants football fan
from a family of Giants fans, his wish was
to reveal the team’s first-round pick at the
pro football draft in Las Vegas. Although
the Giants and the NFL agreed to move
ahead with Prince’s wish, the COVID-19
pandemic ensued and proved a formidable
obstacle to completing the wish process.
So, rather than announcing the 2020
selection of Andrew Thomas live from a
Las Vegas stage, Prince interviewed him
for a podcast. But Sellitto-Curcio and the
Make-A-Wish NJ team were determined
to make Prince’s wish come true, and their
efforts ultimately resulted in a surprise
wish reveal at Giants Stadium followed by
a trip to the NFL draft in Las Vegas during
which Prince exuberantly announced the
2022 pick of Kayvon Thibodeaux to an
approving roar from the crowd.
“The power of a wish is transformative; it
brings families and communities together
and reinforces their capacity for love, hope
and joy.” Sellitto-Curcio says she is honored
to help children and families in the wish
process. Prince’s mother has one word
to describe Mary and her devotion to
Make-A-Wish: “[She is] magical.”
To learn more about Sellitto-Curcio’s
work with Sam Prince, watch this
video at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=eQlHTFt0Veg. n

Sam Prince and Mary Sellitto-Curcio.

—Christina Hall
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The Saint Catherine
of Siena Circle
The Saint Catherine of Siena Circle is an esteemed group of alumni and
friends who have chosen to provide a lasting legacy to Caldwell University
by including the University in their estate or long-term financial plans.
Members of the Saint Catherine of Siena Circle, through their generosity,
have made some of the most transformational gifts in the University’s
history. Commitments of this kind help ensure that Caldwell University
will continue to fulfill its mission for years to come.
Your legacy gift is a meaningful way to ensure that future generations
can benefit from a Caldwell education. For more information, please
get in touch with Sharon Dwyer, Director of Special Giving Initiatives,
Development and Alumni Affairs, by phone at 973-618-3207 or via email
at sdwyer@caldwell.edu.

The Saint Catherine of Siena Circle gratefully recognizes Caldwell University
alumni and friends who have supported the University through their will or
estate plan.
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Alumni President
LETTER FROM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD PRESIDENT
ELAINE BAUER ZABRISKIE ’73

Dear Fellow Alumni,

in memory of…

As we return for the new academic year I extend a warm welcome to
the entire Caldwell community. I hope the past few months have been
relaxing and restorative for you and your family. This fall semester, the first
completely interactive one in more than two years, restores and revives our
Caldwell spirit.

Please remember these
deceased alumni and family
members in your prayers.

We have kept the momentum alive during the seemingly endless hiatus of the pandemic with
major events including the Presidential Gala at the Pleasantdale Chateau in June and the
dedication of the new student lounge in May as well as the addition of numerous new academic
programs. Caldwell continues its dedication to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) programs with the offering of new areas of concentration in Business Analytics,
Environmental Sciences, Exercise Science and more.
We applaud the successes of our students and alumni who have moved into prestigious
programs and internships in the fields of chemistry, international public policy, veterinary
medicine, accounting, computing information systems and journalism. The educational
foundation provided by Caldwell University has enabled these students to pursue and attain
strategic career and academic credentials as they move toward their goals. We are also looking
forward to the start of the new NCAA sport, acrobatics and tumbling, Caldwell’s team being
the first in New Jersey.
Caldwell University hosted its first June Dwyer Castano Veritas Awards Celebration since 2019,
this time in the early summer, rather than in March. Held at the Essex Fells Country Club,
the event honored four outstanding alumni. Details are provided in this issue of our magazine.
The Veritas Award is one of the highest honors Caldwell University bestows on alumni and is
awarded annually based on the achievements of alums in their chosen professions and on their
community service. Please also read more about the Veritas Awards on our University’s website.
Fall is an exciting time at Caldwell as we welcome back our returning students and meet those
entering for their first year. If they are to be successful, many of these students, particularly
those from families with limited means, will need scholarship support. Perhaps you were a
scholarship student at Caldwell, but even if that isn’t part of your story, I hope you will consider
funding an annual scholarship for a worthy student. This act of generosity serves as part of your
legacy to Caldwell and is one that can change the life of a young person. For more information,
I invite you to contact the Office of Development and Alumni Affairs at 973-618-3242. Thank
you in advance for your kind consideration.
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or comments you may have; I would love to
hear more from our alumni community. I can be reached anytime at ezabriskie@caldwell.edu.
Best,

Mary Fanok Markow ’43
Rita Piscitello-Loudon ’48
Jean Monaghan McDermott ’50
Agnes Schmidt Stinnett ’52
Patricia McDermitt Gillich ’57
Judith Dougherty ’60
Sister Patricia Mahoney, O.P. ’64
Kathleen Boutillier Fitzgerald ’66
Maureen Mulrane Leith ’67
Mary Koehler Bruno ’67
Lucille Fragliasso Lanzetti ’67
June DeAngelis ’68
Jacqueline Patton Warnock ’68
Sister Mary Lou Bauman, O.P. ’69
Richard M. Cox III
Husband of alumna
Mary Ann Frigola Cox ’70
Donald Franklin Miller Jr.
Husband of former Board of Trustees member
and alumna Nancy Costello-Miller ’79
Kelly Gleeson ’90
Frances M. Tuite
Mother of alumna Sister Kathleen Tuite, O.P. ’92
Leonora Snead ’02
Marlene (Giuliano) Neely
Mother of Sara Neely Kolesar ’06 and
mother-in-law of Michael Kolesar ’05
Bryan Norton ’20
Alumnus
Rabina Shrestha ’25
Student
Marci Francoise
Student

Elaine Bauer Zabriskie ’73
President, Alumni Association

Sister Margaret Mary Meyer, O.P.

2022-23 CALDWELL UNIVERSITY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF REPRESENTATIVES
PRESIDENT

Elaine Bauer Zabriskie ’73
VICE PRESIDENT

James Stark ’14
SECRETARY

Anna Nelson ’88

TREASURER

Roxanne Knott-Kuczborski ’03
LIAISON TO THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

Mary Sellitto-Curcio ’83

MEMBERS

Rosemary Hilbert ’96
Marisa Juliano ’17
Kaitlyn Kazalunas ’16
Javier Lewis ’14
Jonni Lucas ’96

Lynne Giachetti Machtemes, Esq. ’98
Sundra Murray ’04
Noel Ruane ’70
Lamar Shea-Chang ’20
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SAVE THE DATE
ART
EXHIBITION
“DOUBLE CONSCIOUSNESS:
DEBORAH DANCY AND KAREN REVIS”
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14 – SATURDAY, OCT. 15

CALDWELL
SERVICE DAY
FRIDAY, SEPT. 23

WORKSHOP
THE PRACTITIONER AS A PERSON IN COUNSELING
ART THERAPY – CAREER EXPLORATION AND
PROFESSIONAL TRACKS
SUNDAY, OCT. 2.
CONTACT
PROFESSOR ANNETTE VACARRO AT
AVACARRO@CALDWELL.EDU.

33RD ANNUAL CALDWELL UNIVERSITY

GOLF OUTING
MONDAY, OCT. 3
ESSEX FELLS COUNTRY CLUB

CONCERTS
JAZZ ENSEMBLE AT ROCK ‘N’ JOES
THURSDAY, OCT. 27 • 8 P.M.
JAZZ ENSEMBLE CONCERT
THURSDAY, NOV. 17 • 5 P.M. • COUGAR DEN
OPERA WORKSHOP
CHILDREN’S OPERA “PINOCCHIO”
SATURDAY, NOV. 19 • 2 P.M. • ALUMNI THEATRE
SOLO & CHAMBER CONCERT
TUESDAY, NOV. 29 • 7 P.M. • ALUMNI THEATRE
CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR!
FRIDAY, DEC. 9 • 7 P.M. • STUDENT CENTER AUDITORIUM
(GENERAL ADMISSION $10. NO CHARGE FOR STUDENTS.)

ALL SAINTS DAY
MASS AND LUNCHEON
TUESDAY, NOV. 1 • NOON MASS
SISTER MARY DOMINIC TWEEDUS CHAPEL

MASSES
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS MASS
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 7 • NOON
MASS IS HELD MOST SUNDAYS DURING THE SEMESTERS
AT 7 P.M. IN THE SISTER MARY DOMINIC TWEEDUS CHAPEL
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