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     For this issue of Awakenings, I 
was interested in finding out 
about some of our Caldwell 
College Professors’ and Staff’s 
writing. I was able to interview 
several professors, through email, 
including Dr. Benjamin Lammers, 
Dr. Maxine Susman, Dr. Mary 
Lindroth, and the Assistant 
Director of the Academic Support 
Center, Dr. Sandra Duguid, 
regarding some writing that they 
have done recently or are doing 
currently, as well as a little bit 
about their writing process and 
style.  
     In response to the question, 
“Do you have a current or recently 
published writing project?”  

     Dr. Lammers said, “Yes – I am 
currently working on an article 
about Jewish youth clubs in 
London in the 1920s and 1930s, 
which I hope to finish this 
summer.”  
     Dr. Susman said, “This summer 
I’ll be working on my new poetry 
sequence, about my mother who 
was a student at an all-women’s 
medical school in Philadelphia 
during the 1930’s. I’ve published a 
number of poems recently in 
different journals as well, and have 
others coming out in the next few 
months.” 
     Dr. Lindroth said, “I have 
written, and continue to write, 
articles addressing Renaissance 

drama on stage or on film for a 
variety of journals.  Most recently, an 
article I wrote about a New York City 
production of Moliere’s The 
Misanthrope appeared in the 
electronic journal, Appositions.” 
     And Dr. Duguid said that she is 
seeking a publisher for a collection of 
poems derived mainly from her roots 
in a rural community in Western New 
York.  
     I also asked the question “How 
would you describe your writing 
process?”  
     Dr. Lammers responded, “Moving 
from chaos to order. I usually start by 
placing material I think is relevant 
into a Word file but in no particular 
order, and then work to develop a 
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Article by  Anish : Clinton Global Initiative University  
By Anish Kansakar 

     Each year, Clinton Global 
Initiative University (CGI U) hosts a 
meeting for students, national 
youth organizations, and 
university officials in order for 
them to discuss solutions to 
pressing global issues and to make 
commitments that address global 
issues with practical, innovative 
solutions. This year the third 
annual CGI U Meeting was held at 
the University of Miami from April 
16-18, 2010. 
      Former President Clinton 
launched the CGI U in 2007 to 

engage the next generation of 
leaders on college campuses 
around the world. This year the 
attendees included more than 
1,000 college students and 
approximately 100 university 
presidents, as well as leading non-
profit organizations, social 
entrepreneurs, and youth leaders 
who participated in workshops and 
meetings focused on five main 
areas: education, environment and 
climate change, peace and human 
rights, poverty alleviation, and 
public health. 
      During the three-day meeting, 

Kshitiz Bista and I participated in 
forums and working sessions to 
brainstorm ways to make a 
difference. Former President Bill 
Clinton opened the meeting with a 
welcome speech from the President 
of the University of Miami, Donna 
Shalala. The meeting carried on with 
the opening panel, which included 
Regina Allen (Surgeon General of the 
United States), Sam Adelsberg 
(Founder of lendforpeace.org), Robyn 
Allen (MIT student-Founder of 
Vehicle Design Summit), and Pharrell 
Williams (founder of kidult.com) who 
discussed igniting social imagination. 
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structure which helps me to arrange the 
material.  A continual process of revision helps 
me to refine the structure, clarify the 
argument and polish the presentation.” 
     Dr. Susman said that her writing process is 
“to stew, to think, to walk, to draft, to stew, to 
revise, revise, revise, revise stew revise some 
more. The initial idea may come on an impulse 
or as a fluke, but then the concentration sets 
in. Often I put a poem aside for a time, then 
come back to it with fresh eyes.” 
     Dr. Lindroth said that her “writing process 
occurs in stages, is very messy (lots of 
scribbling and crossing out of words), and 
always requires an audience.  
     In addition, Dr. Duguid said that she would 
describe her “poetry writing process as 
layered, which really means accomplished by 
means of drafts and revision. Something will 
strike me—an item in nature, an exchange 
between people, a story; a news item; a 
strong feeling; something will suggest a 
metaphor that can be explored. Then I will 
write down that impulse, draw it out or follow 
the idea or the language. Then, I usually ‘try it 

out’ on someone—what’s clear; what’s 
confusing? If more than one person is 
‘thrown’ by a line, I’ll probably change it.” 
     I also wanted to know what the professors 
thought was the most challenging part of the 
writing process for them.  
     For Dr. Lammers it is “The early parts when 
the structure hasn’t yet been developed.  
Once I feel that a good structure is in place, 
the process becomes much smoother.” 
     Dr. Susman said that what is “most 
challenging is finding the mental space for 
going into my poetry head.” 
     Dr. Lindroth said that the “the most 
challenging part about writing anything is 
knowing when to stop taking notes and when 
to start the actual writing.” 
     In addition, Dr. Duguid said, “revising is 
challenging—shaking an old poem’s neck until 
it squeaks out something worthwhile.” 
     The question that naturally followed this 
one involved finding out what the professors 
found to be the most rewarding part of the 
writing process. 

     Dr. Lammers answered, “I find a great deal 
of satisfaction in the small details—tweaking an 
introduction, writing a transition, finding a 
particularly good piece of evidence from my 
research notes.  Having a finished product is, of 
course, the ultimate goal, but you have to find 
some pleasure in the many small challenges 
that make up the writing process.” 
     Dr. Susman said, “Being in that space [with 
her writing head in full gear] is the deepest 
pleasure of writing.” 
     Dr. Lindroth said, “What satisfies me most 
about writing is the process itself.  It is only 
through the process of generating ideas, 
gathering information, writing a draft, receiving 
feedback, and revising the draft, that I gain full 
insight.” 
     Dr. Duguid said that what gives her the most 
satisfaction in writing is “completing a 
suggestive poem that doesn’t shut down but 
allows a thought to expand, and finding the 
right word that completes a poem.” 
     It was very interesting getting these 
responses, and I look forward to actually 
reading these professors’ work.  
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     On the second day, we had more focused 
meetings and discussion groups to learn and 
share anticipated project proposals. We 
attended Skill Sessions which guided us to 
implement our projects in the future. After the 
sessions were over, there was an Exchange 
Program showcasing successful projects 
carried by other students. Bill Clinton gave the 
closing speech after a discussion on the 
current situation of Haiti to end the day. At 
night there was a closing reception and 
entertainment. 
     All CGI U Meeting attendees make a 
Commitment to Action – a comprehensive, 
formal plan of action to address a specific 
problem on their campus, in their community, 
or around the world—to not just discuss the 
challenges but to take real, concrete steps 

toward solving them. 
      I am a junior international student from 
Nepal here in Caldwell College.  The aim of my 
commitment to action is to reduce maternal 
and child mortality in rural villages of Nepal 
through the services provided by “Mobile 
Health Clinic.” Since hundreds of villages in 
Nepal are still deprived of receiving even the 
most basic forms of health services, my CGI U 
commitment is an attempt to bring health care 
services to the villages in the form of a mobile 
clinic which can conduct routine check-ups 
from one village to another. In addition to the 
health care service provided by the mobile 
clinic, this clinic is also an approach to increase 
awareness through advocacy about safe 
motherhood and new born and child health 
care. 

     Early Sunday morning we left for a Service 
Project at the Homeless Trust's Homestead 
Complex to help and support a community of 
approximately 500 formerly homeless 
individuals and families. After the project I had 
some time to visit down town Miami. I didn't 
get a chance to go to the beach as it was 
raining. 
     Around 1300 students from all around the 
globe made commitments to carry out their 
projects. I had a fascinating experience 
meeting new people and learning new things 
from them. Although I couldn't meet Bill 
Clinton personally, I represented Caldwell 
College very well. Also, I was asked to write a 
small article about the event for Awakenings 
and for the Media Relations Department. 
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Awakenings wishes to Congratulate the Senior   
ASC Tutors who are graduating this month! 
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Working with my colleagues in the Academic Support Center these past eight years, encouraging 
the students in their writing and ideas, and sharing in the students’ challenges, ideals, and plans 

for good has been a privilege and a joy. Thank you all. I’ll be seeing you! 


